“Marhle, Stone and Iron Bends Speaks™

New Facts and Readings of the Bitola Inscription hased on a
Digital 3D Model
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part 11.2: Ritola Inscription, Ritola




l. Intro: Rasic Facts
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6523 = 1015] Ritola Inscription Reconstruction

[+ RA ARTO SqSKr 0TA CTROPENIA MHPA OBNORH CA €3 T'PAAK
SHAJACMA H ABAAEMB IWANOM CAMOAPKKALIEMA EABIAPKCK O[MK

H MTOMOLLIZR H MOAITRAMI TIPECTHIA RAAATHLA NALLIEA BUA | R[3 3
ACT]AITENIE 1R | RPEXORBNIOH ATIAR €A K¢ 'PAAD A'RAAND EBICT]R NA
OYBIBKHLIE H NA CIICENHE I NA KH3NL EARTAPOMZ NAYATH K€ [Eb

CTh] FPAABCIb BJH[T]OAA MUA OKTORPA B2 K. KONKYTR K€ CA MUA. .
HCX[OAALLIA CA CAMOAPHAKBLIN BISICTA EARTAPINGD POAOMA Oy [N
WIK[A NHKOAK K€ | PHYHMHA] EAATORBPRNOY CAINK APONA C[AMO

HAA]K[€ EPATA CRLIALLPR CAMOAPILKARSNATORAKE | PA3BICTE[RALLIT
MONTE FPAYBCKAR ROICKA LIPR RACIAIIA KAE %€ RL3ATO BAl 3AIATO]
........................ oA (B k€ B ... LPh PA[3Ei¢
Nb BAl LPEMb RACIAIEMb] | SGKR 0 ABT[A] 0Tk CTROPENIA MHPA

| —

12 [RE KAKYH | 0YCAIE ABTOY CEJMOYy HCXOAALLIOY

ZAIMOV 1970, 142 6522 = 1014]



1956: Demolition of Mosque, slab
found, used as doorsfep_
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Cn. 1, Uamuja Cyneyp Yayw, 1435




1956: Demolition of Mosque

Hpksa eneror Coseona y Buvoasy upernopena y yaMnjy. '?'\*a .I". \f

Fglise de Saint Simdon & Monastir transformée en mosquéc. !
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Ca 4, Uanujama Cynevp Yasvuu bej

Mihajlovski, Novi podatoci p. 203; Wikipedia mk

» 2 different mosques shown in literaturel
So far unnoticed...?

Cn. 1, Uamuja Cyneyp Yayw, 1435



Former Location
of Mosque
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Fig. 6 The Fortress

and the palace (A), 1.
Sungur Cavus mosque,
2) Haci Bey mosque, 3)
Ishakkiye mosque, 4)
Sheep market, 5) Wood
market, 6) Deboy ham-
manm.

C1x. 6 Mana tBph)aBe u
nanare (A); 1) yamuja
Cysryp Yasymr; 2)
amuja Xanu bej;

3) namuja Ucakmja;

4) OBgja nujamna; 5)
JlpBeHH ma3ap; 6) xamaM
J1e6oj

(from Mihajlovski)

aps

| Mosque
5 éntfrance to fortress
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2. Presentation in the Museum

“Curiously, the stone was displayed upside down for decades, with

the empty back side facing upwards. This was to prevent people from
reading what was written there. The stone is now displayed the right
way up, but as an Old Slavic inscription with no reference to Bulgaria

and no reference to the text.”
(https://de.wikibrief.org/wiki/Bitola_inscription)

CTAPOCJIOBEHCKWU TEKCT OQ1 1015/1017 r.
“BUTOJNICKA TJIOYA” BO Koja 3a npBnar ce
cnomeHyBa umeto Ha BUTOJA

OLDSLAVIC TEXT FROM 1015/1017 year
“BITOLA INSCRIPTION” where the name of
BITOLA was mentioned for the first time

Foto







ACCESS
somewhat
restricted

Presentation in 2013
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3. Scanning in the Museum (2023)

Scans and Digital Data: Ruth Tenschert, Leander Pallas, Univ. Bamberg (foreground)
Dalentina llieva, foreign office, UKLO Bitola; Slobodan Stojkoski, Museum (background)
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| y Scans and Digital Data: Ruth Tenschert, Leander Pallas, Univ. Bamberg
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Digital 3D scan ready




3D Scan with textured surface
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4. Literature

RHTOACKH HAATTHC
va TRAL

CAMORLPHEL

EhATAPCKA

CTAPOERATAPCIKH TAMCTNHAK
0T 1015+1016 TOAWNA




MAKEOJOHCKU JA3SHK

XV 1966

Mosin 1966

~,BUTO/bCKA ITLTOYA M3 1017. TONUHE

BuTosbcka miaoya, koja je mpe 10 rogusHa Ouna nponalieHa y OHTOIBCKO)
Yaym-yaMHju H OJOHOA Ceé HaJa3sH y OMToJbckoM HapomHoMm My3ejy, HHje joul
Ouna xox Hac o0jaB/bMBAHA M JAETAJbHO aHANW3MpaHa, HH ¢ (uroxomkor, Hu
ca HWCTOPHjCKOT TINejumTa,’) HAK0O W 3a MCTOPHjy ¥ 3a Hally JMHIBHCTHKY
NpesCTaRiba CIOMEHMK mpBopaspeaHe BaxkuocTd. Hekux 25 romumna muahm o
Camyunose mnoue 993. rogume, ABOCTPYKO OOMMHMM, TeKCT BHTOJRCKE TLIOYE
caapXkh MHOIO BHLIC HCTOPHM]CKHX MOAAaTaka, a CBOJOM je3M4YKOM rpaljoM 3HaTHO
OpoIIMpyje Hallle NPEACTaBe O TOM CTENeHY eBOJIyIMje CTapOCIOBEHCKOT je3MKa
Ha mpenasy u3 X y XI cronehe, youn nsecTroromuulmer pa3godiba KyJATypHe
CTarHall®jeé MakeJOHCKOI HapoJa Mo BH3aHTAjckoM Bramhy.

Benuka mpaBoyraosa muoda ox Oemor Mepmepa 80 oM. BHCOKA, 96 CM.
mupoka u 26 oM, aebpune muoro je omrehena. BeposaTho je Omia mpBODHTHO
y3uJaHa M3Ham Bpata y rpazcky Tphasy. Ilo BHCHHH 4YATaB j¢ TEKCT CMEUITEH
Ha TUIOYH, MelyTHM no LIMPHHM OH je Ca jeBe CTPAHE 3alo4YHIba0 Ha CyCEaHO)
NJI0YH, Te caza oBfe HexocTaje oko 10— 13 cuoBa y cBakoMm peTky (kao miTo
ce TO MOXe 3aK/byYHTH IDEMa [OCTa CUIYPHOj PEKOHCTPYKOHMjH caapXkaja mpaa
Tpu pena). Tpeba mMatH y BHay ynorpedy noceGHOr KapakTepa enurpadcke
Kanurpaguje y oBOM CIOMEHHKY, KOjH Ce€ CIyXH KOMOHWHALHjOM CJIOBa HOp-
MaJiHe BeJIMYMHE ¢4 CHTHHUM CJIOBHMa, KOja JEeKOPATHBHO MCIHYHYjy HOpa3sHUHE
M3Melhy ypajseHMX XacTa BEJHKHMX cjoBa. Y CpeAHHH ILIOYA je BEPTHKAJHO
TMyKHyTa; LEeJH JIEBH AOKWH Yrao ca 3 pega TeKCTa j& OTKMHYT M M3IyOJbEH, a Ha
cayyBaHOM KoMajy [OWmH [e0 ¢ JieBe CTpaHe je IOTHYHO H3JH3aH: INIoYa je
CNyXHJa Kao mpar Ha yJnasy y HaMujy.

ITpexpacHo ycraBHO MHCMO emMrpadCcKor THIA ¢ Kajurpagckum obaumuma
CJI0OBA Yy JBOJMHHJCKOM HPOCTOPY IpeACTaB/ba BAaHPEAMO 3HAYajHy Mapaseny
ApyruM enurpadckum cmomenHunuMa ¢ Kpaja X um mouetka XI croneha —
Camyunosoj aaovu, Hagipobnom wailiucy upiyouiuja— Mo wuua, Haimaucy Tygope,
Temruuxom Haititucy m Xymauxoj #iaouyu,®) a of moceDHOr je 3Hayaja W 3a yIo-
pehere ¢ MHCMOM HajcTAPHjHX KEHIIKAX CTapOCIOBEHCKHX CIOMEHHKa — Casune
kivule, Cyuipacanckoi pykoiuca, Xusangapexux aucwivha, Enunckoi afiociliosa u ap.
L

') Konuko mu je mosHato o Burombckoj Maoun mucao je HOK. Aaexcangap bBypiyios y

OyrapckoM KibukeBHOM vaconmcy ,Ilmamex* 1938-59, &p. 10, anm ja mo Tor M3mama HHCAM
MoOrao nohu.

*) Penponyximje opwx cnomeruxa y mom wnanky ,,HajcTapaTa xmpmmcka emmrpadwmka‘’.

(CnoBencka nucvenoct, 1050—rogmmuuna ma KammenT Oxpunckw. HapomeH wmysej Oxpw
1966, cTp. 35—44, ca 7 Tabmuia). " A RS v
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~,BUTO/bCKA TLTOYA M3 1017. TONUHE

BuToJbCcKa
Yaym-yaMiaju H
duna xox Hac o
ca WCTOPHjCKOT
NpefcTapba CIIQ
Camyunose mnoy
caapXH MHOIO B
OpOIIHpYje Halg
Ha npenasy u3 |
CTarHanmje Make,

Benuka 1j
wxpoKa H 26 oM
y3uJaHa M3HAL |
Ha Tjio4d, Mehyl
nJI04A, Te caja
ce TO MOXe 3aK
Tpu pena). Tpel
Kanurpapuje y
MallHe BeJIHYMHE
usMely ynpamseH
TyKHyTa; Lenyu J
CayyBaHOM KOM;
CNyXHJIa Xao I

TIpexpach
CliOBa Y ABOJH
ApYyruM enurpal
Camyun060j iiaoy
TeMHu4koM Haitil
pehewe ¢ mycma
xrouie, Cyiipacam

1y Konuko M
OyrapckoM KmMxel
MoOrao nohu.

*) Penponyx
(CrnoBencka nucMmes
1966, cTp. 35—44,
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MAKEL[OHCKH JASHK

Mosin 1966
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BITOLSKI NADPIS NA IVAN VLADISLAV SAMODURZHETS BUL.-
GARSKI: STAROBULGARSKI PAMETNIK OT 1015-1016 GODINA.
By lordan Zaimov and Vasilka Zaimova. Sofia: lzdatelstvo na Biilgarskata
akademiia na naukite, 1970. 160 pp. 4 11 plates,

In 1956 a marble block serving as part of the threshold of a sixteenth-century
mosque in Bitola was discovered to contain a badly worn Slavonic inscription, The
text clearly must have spilled over to a lost block on the left, and to one or more
blocks at the top. Yet the twelve preserved lines refer to “John, autocrat of the
Bulgars” and, later, “son nf Aron.” The 1spn paleos rapher Vladimir
Mosin published the text (in Makedonsk , jagik, 1 ), with a s of con
jectures ‘emntmns argu uing that the inscription i clded ree'ren'e to Smels
efeat in 1014 and had been set up by Ivan Vladislav, Samuel’s nephew (ruled 1015

Horace G. Lunt
Harvard Universiiy

Review




osin 1966: Slab without later damage
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Sofia 1970

RUTOACKH NAATTHC
NA V] B/

CAMOARPACLL

ERATAPCIKH

CTAPOERATAPCKH TTAMETHH K
0T 10151016 TOAHNA

7ZAIMOV

i 6 1969

V)a 1969, 6

. 3ARMOB

BUTOJIbCRAA HARNUCH BOJTAPCKOI'0 CAMOTEPKIA
HBAHA BIJATHUCIABA 1015—1016 rr.

1. 9ra gpesBNuailHO HHTEpecHAA [pPEBRHeGONrapcKas Hagmuch OHIa obHa-
py#eHa B IOKHOMareXoHcKoM ropoge Bmromm 8 1956 r., xorma paspymand
crapyo Yaym MedeTs, mocTpoernyio B 1522 r. MpamopHas 1minTa 9TOH HAANH~
<1 BTOPHYEO ECOOJNb30BAaNachk TYPKaMA KAK IODOF BHYTPEHHEH JacTH MEUeTH;
TOATOMY OHA CTAla M3BECTHOM TOIBKO NOCHe PA3PYMEHAS JAaBHO MOKHHYTOH
mevetn. Hapames cTofgna, o4eBHEIHO, HA CTEHAX KPENOCTH BO3Je ropofa, Kak
9T0 ciuenyer m3 TeKcTd. OHAa HBJIAETCA HMCTOPHYECKHM CBHIETEIBCTBOM
0 IOCHAefHAX Iofax mepBoro Goarapckoro mapersa. Hagnues Gria omyOamKo-
Basa gBaxAn. HecMmorpsa Ba 5710, 0HA Bee ellle HE MOAYYANA AOMKHOTO MECTa
B caasucture. [lepBaa myGamkamua HAZUECHE OPHHAIIEKAT HepPy TMOKORHOTO
Goaraperoro yaemoro A. K. BypmoBa B kyprame «Ilmamsr» (Codma, 1959,
MNe 10, crp. 84—86); ® comameHMI0, MOMEMIEHHLIH HM CHHMOK HEZOCTATOYHO
Aced, GoabmaA dACTh Jake COXPAHHOTO TOKCTAa HAADHCH HA HeM He BHAHA.
ABTOD Kak HCTODHEK CIeNaj BHBOAW 0 3HAYCHHH HAJAOWCH AAA Oojrapcroi
IOMATHIECKOH HCTOPHM IOCHAeJRAX JeT Hapcrsosanusa CaMymia, KOTODHE co-
XPAHWJ TOCYAAPCTBEHEYIO TPAJANEI Hpe;KENX Goarapckux saagerenei Ilerpa
1 CAMeoHa; aBTOP MCIO0Jb3YeT CBAAETONBCTEA HAROACH /1A YCTAHOBICHHEA ITHA-
geckoro obnaxa Maxegorun mazana XI B.— ee macesenne Gri10 GoarapcKuM,
TaK KaK CaMoHepikel, KOTOPHIH THTYN0BAACA caMofepiiIeM GoarapekuM a Onua
110 IPOMCXOKACHI0 50ATa pUH, UOCTPORI KPeloCTh Jis CBOUX NOZJZAHHEHX G0I-
rap.

Wagarme Hagumuca ¢ oo pofHNM 0 aHAIA30M TPHHALISKAT BragaMupy
Mommury («Maxegonckm jasuwx», XVII, 1966, ctp. 51—61). K comaneruo,
Mommny ocranack HelocTyuHo crarka Goarapckore ydsHoro. Mommu mccie-
JOBaJ HAZUHACH C TOYKHA 3PeHHA Hajeorpaduu u AsuKa & CAENA] HePBYI H BO
MHOTHX OTHOINGHAAX YNAYHYIO PEKOHCTPYKIAK MOTEPAHHOTO Tekcra. OQHAKO
ABTOD HE OIMPORSJIHN IOKIHHEOS MECTO EANIACH B HCTOPHAR GOJrapcKoro A3HKa,
€0 HCKAIYATeIbEOe 3HATCHHE NId (oArapcKoi H cIaBABCKOH nameorpadmd, a
TaK:ke AaA Oonrapckoit mcTopmm nadaaa XI B.

BapmMo, He TYDKE paspymAIA KPenocTs, YTo0bl IOCTPOATH ME%eTh, a Kpe-
mocTh GpTA Pa3spymeHa B pe3yibTarTe HX HanmaJeHuil Ha TOPOX, TaK Kak BPAL
A| OHH cTaju OH Pa3pymaTh ee TOJIBKO AIA TOro, 9T00N IIONYIUTH CTPORTENB-
Huit Mavepran. Orcioga MOKHO 3aKIJII09MTH, YTO HOCHACAARS GOATrapCKAe 3AMAT-
mmrn ropoxa Baroam B korme XIV B. canm ropoi TypraM IHMb IOCIE KECTO-
KOro COOPOTHBICHHA. i

Pasmepu xaMeEROR nauTH Gonsmmne: gaaEa 92 oM, BHcoTa 58 cM, TommmHA
15 em. K coxanenno, Hamach, Be COXPARRIACh NearKkoM. g ctpoiikm Typr
OTOMAIH HOCKOIBKO CAHTEMETDPOB JIeBOH, BePXEe H HpaBoik CTOPOHH IEHTH
H MCOODPTHJAH TeKCT. Beamumma Gyxks meopaHaxoBasa. OGHapysmBawTCA GOXb-
mue KoxebagusA B HAIOPTAHAAX Of{HOM B Tol K6 Gyksr. Cpegnpas Brcora 6yrs —
okono 30 MM, TONIIWEA OTHENLHOM XacTH OT 3 N0 4 MM; B mmpmHe GyKB
gafmogatores GoAbmme PasnuiEs B 3ABUCHMOCTE OT MX OTepPTaHAN.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BITOLJA INSCRIPTION
FOR CYRILLIC PALAEOGRAPHY

Robert Mathiesen, Brown University

Jordan Zaimov’s recent study of the Bitolja inscription, which he considers
to have been cut ca. 1015-1016, greatly facilitates the palaeographic study
of this interesting monument.? Yet Zaimov has failed to observe one very
important fact: the palacographic character of the first half of the inscrip-
tion (lines 1-6) consistently differs in three particulars from that of its
second half (lines 7-12), as follows:

1. The digraph for [y] is written with a front jer' (|5]) in the first half of
the inscription (3x: lines 2, 3, 6), but with a back jer ("F) in the second
half (2x: lines 7, 9). (See Zaimov’s illustrations, 54.)

2. The letter for [¢] has the shape of our capital A with a bent crossbar
(A\) in the first half (6x: lines 2 [4x], 4, 5), but the shape of a triangle
bisected by a horizontal line (A ) in the second half (3x: lines 9, 10, 12).
(Zaimov, 57.)

3. The letter for [z] has its tail bent sharply to the left (£ ) in the first half

(Ix: line 4), but not so (Z) in the second half (3x! lines 8, 9[2x]).
(Zaimov, 40.) 2

Thus, the inscription is clearly the work of not one, but two stonecutters,
who both employed a cyrillic alphabet and orthography of the same gen-
eral character (apart from the three peculiarities listed above), e.g. each
cutter’s alphabet had only two letters for nasal vowels, and these letters did
not admit of pre-iotation. Since the juncture between the two halves of the
inscription falls in the middle of a phrase, it is clearly a case of two cutters
collaborating on a single inscription, and not of a second cutter’s later addi-
tion to the work of a first cutter. In other words, the Bltr_ﬁja inscription is
evidence for the existence of a school of cyrillic

of this school; it is not the work of a single stone

have cut an inscription of markedly idiosyncrati Som ¢ Ad d |T|0n AI I ITerATU're ey

special importance of the Bitolja inscription.

This result can only strengthen whatever conclusions palaeographers
may eventually come to draw from the Bitolja inscription for the develop-
ment of Slavic cyrillic writing. For example, Zaimov (62) suggests that
certain of the earliest extant Old Church Slavonic cyrillic manuscripts

SEEJ, Vol. 21, No. 1 (1977) 1

VIIK 904:003.071(497.774)(049.32)

Hou. n-p CTOJKO CTOJKOB
YHauBep3uret ,,l one J[emder — [lItun

BHTOJJICKATA IL/TOYA - THJIEMH U HHTEPIIPETAITH

Bemgnam mo HeroBoto mpoHaorame BO gameuHata 1956 rommHa
BuTONICKHOT HATIIHC IO IIPUBIEKO]I BHHMAaHHeTO Ha HayIHATa JaBHOCT H cTaHAl
00)eKT Ha HEKOTIKY OOMIH 3a PEKOHCTPYKITHja H TOIKyBame.! OBoj ermurpadcku
CIIOMeHHK TpeTcTaByBa KaMeHa IUIoUa IipeTcTaByBaHa co paziaHueH pa3mep 80
/96 /26 em.? wm 58 /92 /15 em.? (?!) MoIIHe omITeTeHa, Ha KOja MOJKE [1a ce
IPOYHTA CIIETHOTO:

I. ....aemb ¥ pAbaaems fwanom CAMOAPBABLLEMN D EABIAPKCKO..,

2. ...omoyiix H MOAMTBAMT npEcThiA BaapAHUA Hawea Bila T E...
3. ...Rnenie B | BPhYORBHIOIO ATIAD €'h Ke rpasb AKAaMb EbicT...

4. ..E%K.... 1 A ciicenre T Ha kusub Babrapom HauaTh e 1.

5. veeer TPAAB CovvnsH..OAA MILA OK...BPA Bh K, KOMbME ke ca mila...
VTR bleTh Banrapine popromb ov...
Tt anli i smmsaissnsssss s i sisssnnnias RAATOEROLNOY CEMIL TIpOIA €.
B e e e e e PhIKABRNATO IAZKE | PASEICTE ...
0. risesatssunsenunusenssnnuennonnnanunasannnenenannnnss ATA KAE e Bh3ATO E'hl 3A.....
| 3SR SRR UL SR O L8 $0A C'h e B... UPh PA.....

L il R 0 CWRG A DA

B A e S R S B R MOV HCXOAAYIOV.

IlocTojaTr pazIHYHH MHCI€ma BO OJHOC HAa OPHTHHATHHOT pa3Mep
ITO TO HMAN HATIHCOT U Ha TOTTIeMHHATA Ha JIeJIOT ITo HexocTacyBa. Cropen
Braguvup MolmHH HaTmHcOoT OHIT PacIIOIOKEH Ha JIBE€ COCEIHH IUIOYH, IIPH
ITO Ha JieBaTa Kajle MITO ce HAaoral MOYeTOKOT Ha HATIHCOT HMaio ymrre 10
— 13 pemorn.? Jopman 3auMoB o CBOja CTpaHa cMeTa JeKa Off ITOYETOKOT Ha
HATITHCOT HAa CEeKOj pel HeJocTacyBaar camo mo 2 — 3 OYVKBH, a TOa TO TBPIH

KaKO pe3VIITaT Ha BpPCKara IOTO ja IIpaBH Mery pemosH 1 - 3.° Tyka Toj He e

'3a TEKCTOT Ha HATIHCOT H IOHYISHHTe peKOHCTPYKIHH BHIH. Bragumep Mowiun, BHTOIBCKA IUTo4a H3 1017
romaHe, Maxedoncku jasux, XVIIL, 1966, 51 — 61; f]op:}.aﬂ 3ammoB, buTtonckn Hagnmue Ha MBan Bnamwcnas
caMoIbpiell OBIrapckH, cTapobbIrapekd naMeTHHK oT 1015 — 1016 ., BAH, Codmua 1970, Horace Lunt,
Porsoms of UBatal-l Modays ng Tvan Vladislav Samodurzhets Bulgarski: Starobulgarski Pametnik ot 1015-1016

v and Vasilka Zaimova, Slavic Review, vol. 31, no. 2 (Jun., 1972), 499. TToratamMy Ke

HCTPYKUIHHTe Ha Bramavmp Momm (52), B HOPJIEIE 3ammos (33, 34).

SR __wH, bATO/BCKA II09A, 51, Toa MoKe JIa ce YIBPIH OJ CHTYPHATAa PeKOHCTPYKIH)a Ha
TIpBHTE TPH pe,l:l;a, Hcmor VimTe 3a Buronckara mwioda of 1017 romma, Hetopwja, 7/2 (1971), 255, 256, Bepa

CrojgeBa-AHTHK, BHTONICKATa IUI04A BaskeH elHTPad)cKH CIOMeHHK of modeTokoT Ha XI ek, PassHToK, 17/6,
Burtona, 1979, 598.
*HeroBoTO MHCIEHE € MOOPAKAHO H of AlexcaHnsp Mumnes, roszaE JammoB, bHTONCKH Hammac Ha HBaH
Bragpcnas camombpiken Owrapers, Hetoprdeck Ipermen, 1971, sm. 2, 128
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LeAEND M AkAdeh [OAHON CANOAPBKBIEND EABIAPACKO...
.. ONMOYIITR U MOAMTBAMT MPKCThiA BAAAMHMUA HameA hBia 7 E..
...RMENTE IB | BPbXOBBHIOI ATNAD €' Ke I'PpaAb A’KAANb BhiCT...
Jh%K.... m HA chicenne T na sku3nb Banrapoms HavATh ke ...
PAAL C.....H..ONA MilA OK..BpA B K. KOMbK ke ca MilA...
i O g s R ek bt amsiesBICTT Y AR ROTIL PORONE O
O EAAroghphNOy cbinb flpona c.....
.................. veverresensneeneesssssssnsesneeneensPD?KABBNATO IAZKE | PA3EICTE .....
e e SERACUMEVIET T ATA KAE %Ke Bh3ATO E'hl 3A.....
eerereeee e ISS— pOA Ch e B... UPh PA.....

................................................ esBo. AKL.. OTh CTROP...A NHPA
........................................................ NOVY HCXOAALIOV,

Transcription by St. Stojkov 2014
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[... 3HAJAMB H ABAACMD TWANOM CAMOAILKBILEMD BABIAPRCKO[hib ]

... Njomouti® H MOAITRAMI  MPBC(RA)TBIA BAAA(H)YHUA  NALLGA B(orogoAH)LA
| §[b3

ACT]®NeNTe 1B ) BILXORBHIO AN(OCTO)AB. ¢B Ke TPAAL ABAANL BLICT[b KAl

OVE[BAHIIE H NA CN(A)ENHE T NA KH3NH BALPAJOMB. NAYAThH Xe [BbI

CTh]PgAAL  ¢[b BJH[TJOAA M(BCA)UA OKTORPA BB K KONBUE e CA M[ECA]UA

HOX[OAALIA. ¢B L(A)L H CAMOAJLKBILD BIBICTD BABAfiNG 90 0Mb oy[H

ov]k[D NHKOABI K¢ i gHYHMHA] BAATOREILNOY CBIND AJONA c[aMo

HAA] #[e BATA CARLIA. L(A)PE CAMOAJ[BIKARNATO RAKE | ga3gicTe (BB

. TIbYRCKR BOICK® LI,(A)P"B RACIA]IA KAE K¢ BH3ATO Bb 3A[ATY]
... . oA CB Ke BEAHK U(A)b gA[ 38T

. Nb BB L(A)JeMb BACTATEMb] E&fc—g ro AET[A] oTh CTROJeNIA MH(A
£% 0 5 4 4 N AE BN E g ABTOM CEJMOY HOXOA ALY

Transcription by Bozhilov 1985 (IK-M-€nc.)
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ror Coseoin v Bavesy spormopesa ¥ gasmjy.
faint Simion & Monastie translormie en mosquée,

Ancrpakr: ewmma na osaa cmyoduja e yougu-
PAFEo HA CPedHOBEKOBHOMO ENUCKONCKO cedutume
na Bumona. 3a maa yen ce kopucmenu pesyvimani-
me HA QOCeZauHUME APXEOTOUIKY UCMPANCYEAFbA,

HCMOPUCKUIME UZBOPU U HEKOAKVIME BU3AHMUCKUME
HEYAMU OMKPUEHU 60 NOCTEOHUIME OeyeHL.

JlomupameTo Ha MecTonmonoxbara Ha CpeiHoO-
BEKOBHHOT rpaj buTtona nokpaj apxeololIKHTe HC-
TpaKYBamka M0/l HAcHoB ‘YOWKalMja Ha CpeHOBE-
kopHa burona (7.-14.Bex)’” nobuBa HOBHM mogaToLH
oz enurpadukara Ha curuaorpadgckuTe NpyvayBama.
Tue ¢pnaar HOBa CBeTIMHA BP3 UCTOPUCKUTE 3aITH-
CH Ha BU3aHTHCKHOT Xporuiap Joan CkuImLa oKoIy
HacTaHUTE NMo cMpTTa Ha napot Camyun Bo 1014 ro-
quHa. Ha 24 oxromepu pomejcknor nap Bacummj [1
Koj Joropyeal kaj MocuHonon paszdpan 3a cMpTTa Ha
map CaMyHI U 332 KPYHHCYBAHKETO HA HETOBHOT CHH
Faspun Pagomup. MexopueTyBajku ja mommTHYKaTa
HecTaDHIHOCT TPTrHAI CO BOjCKATA 3a JIa TO YHHIUTH
Hacjae HukoT. ['maBHa uen my Ouna Outonckara pe-
3MJICHI]a Ha HOBHOT L1ap M 3aT0a TOj MapLIHpan ol
Conyn npexy Bonen npeky puMmckuoT rat Bua Erna-
muja xoH butona. [IpucTurayeajku Bo nenaroHucKa-
Ta obacT co Op3a aKLyja ro 3anaiul LapcKHoT 1BO-
peut Ha ['agpun Pamomup Bo burona (én Boutelim),
HO MOPaJy BOEHHHTE JEjCTBa, ja OCTABUI IpajcKara
TBPAMHA W 3aMHHAJ KOH 0CBOjyBameTo Ha [lpuien u
Crurnmon.”

' TIpoekT 1o NOKPOBHT
pOCIOBEHCKa KyaTypa BO I
Kayufa na cpednoseroaia |
nen 2003,

* BuzaHTHjCKH H3IBOPH P
suje, (J. depnyra, b. depjanunh et alii) vol.3, (1966),
112; loannis Skylitzae Synopsis Historiarum , ed. 1. Thurn,
CFHB 5, Berlin 1973, 461; B. Flusin, J-C Cheynet, Jean
Skylitzes: Empereurs de Constantinople, Paris 2003;

Josan Braducaas, Cyneyp Yayu yamuja, besucmen, Xeparxaeja.

YIK: 904 : 711.42. (497.774)"10/14"

Pobepr MUXAIJIIOBCKH

HOBH NOJATOIH KOH
MECTOIIOJIOXKBATA HA
CPEJHOBEKOBHHOT I'PAJI BUTOJIA

Kryunu s6opoen: Buniora, Herazonuja, Taspun Padomup,

Ox 1015 roauna 2a gapot lagpun Pagomup bu-
TOJIA cTaHAla BTOpa npecTonHuHa ([
Ka rpagoT OXpua ocTaHan Kako rma
mapcko cexpumte. butona Ouna ens;
HUTE TBPJWHH BO LAPCTBOTO Ha [a
KaKo M LeHTpanHa 0a3a 3a pakoBOJE
onepanun.’ M 2a napor Jopan Bna,
Hara OWTOJICKA KpenocT Ha pekara
HCTO 3HavYerse OHJIejKH ToArpaiHeTo
3aB3EMEHO OJI BU3AHTHCKATA BOJCKA,
TBPAHHA CeyITe OCTAHANA HEOCBOE
Owmn rmasHuOT BoeH mTad Ha Bua Er
ce BKpCTYBaJIe MpaBiuTe KoH OXpu
nen, ConyH, Kako M KOH o0lacTUTe |
Mopuozo.

Robert MIHAJLOVSKI

Heraclea, Pelagonia and Medieval Bitola:
An outline of the ecclesiastical history
(6™-12" century)

UDK 94:27(497.774)"5/11” La Trobe University, Melbourne

r.mihajlovski@]atrobe.edu.au

Abstract: This study presents my long-term field research on the Early Christian episcopal seat of
Heraclea Lyncestis that was located along the ancient Roman Via Egnatia and in the valley of Pelagonia.
I discuss various historical sources and topography of the region of medieval bishopric of Pelagonia
B.3narapckn, Hemopua na twreapekam and Bitola. In addf‘fiz{n, I also deal with the Chr:’s{ian cultural heritage in the region. In this work these
cpednume sexose, T1, Codus 1971, 704 afapmaches‘ are within the context of a.mhaeofogtca!, historical and ecclesiastical investigation in the

sites of ancient Heaclea and modern Bitola.

P M. 3aumos, Bumoncku nadnnue na
camodupacey toreapexu, Codma 1970, 1
moBa Tepmunor ‘Bacuneja’ kaj Ckunmua
3HAYCHLE H HE 03HAYYBAT CAMO HPECTOIH
‘Bacuneja’ ce mogpazbupane KpenocTH |
BAJIC BIAJCTCIUTE NPH PA3HHTE BOCHHH
doprudHkanun Bo nenaroHckara obnac
npumep, o butona, [Ipunen u Cetuna.

Key words: Heraclea Lyncestis, Pelagonia, Bitola, Prilep, Via Egnatia

The Early Christian world on the Balkan Peninsula began to crumble already
in the fourth century, with the invasions and migrations of the peoples and tribes.
Vizigoths disrupted Balkan urban conditions in 378, the Huns of Atilla ravaged in
447 and Ostrogoths in 479. After the year 500 the disturbing catastrophes included an
earthquake in 518, which seriously damaged the urban centers. Then came the Bubonic
plague of 541-2, which was a terrible disaster of unprecedented magnitude, and other
epidemics and catastrophes, which were recorded in 555, 558, 561, 573, 591 and 599.!
The invasions, epidemics and economic recession badly affected the population and
society of the Eastern Roman Empire. Life in Herclea Lynkestis slowly declined. The

FEnicconal church wag rebnilt in the earlv cixth centurv when the latest muhliched coine

+T. Tomockn, ‘Kaxo mononunom A
AONCIT 30 6MOP Hasua Ha epadom bume
HH3 BEKOBHTE, FPaJIOBH, TBPIHHH, KOMY
1999, 463-466; M. Tedmk, Kpamea ucmi
awrafena, bpacteo XXVII, (npepon I

paHr, YIPARHUIM Ha ‘BHATPCUIHNTE VTR
! C. MaNGo, Byzantium, the Empire of the New Rome, London 1980, pp. 65-68, 70; N. CHEETHAM,
" P. Step hlcnsnn, The Legend of & Medieval Greece, New Heaven, London 1981, pp. 15-16. In order to block the ways of access to Greece,
slayer, Cambridge 2003, 28-3; C. Holme jystinjan’s engineers constructed, according to Procopius, a chain of fortresses across Macedonia and
governance of empire (976-1025), Oxfol an impregnable bastion at Thessalonica. A. Cameron, The Mediterranean World in Late Antiquity AD
395-600, London and New York 1993, p. 159. Justinian built a city near of his own birthplace Tauresium
named Justiniana Prima and another one in Illyricum known as Justiniana Secunda.

Robert MIHAJLOVSKI

THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY MOSQUES
OF BITOLA / TOLI MANASTIR'

v Edward Lear in 1848, On the right side is the Kizlar
i with its original minaret, to the lefi are the mosques of
he Sahat Kule (Clock tower) and the Yeni mosque.

'Tam indebted to my colleague and friend MudZait Asimov
for his help and comments..

* Evlija Celebija, Putopis I, Sarajevo, 1957, 57-59; 1.
Emin, Eviija Celebi za Makedonija, izbor, adaptacia,
prevod od turski i predgovor, Skopje 2007, 24-25. Toli
Manastir had the status of geher, which was equal to a
large town or a city. Celebi's description of the city and
its places of worship is supported by various authors such
as: M. Tevfik, Kratka istorija bitoljskog vilajeta’, Brastvo,
vol. XXVII, (transl. G. Elezovi¢) (1933) 211-124; J. Hadzi
Vasiljevi¢, ‘Grad Bitolj', Kroz staru Srbiju i Makedoniju
1897 godine, Brastvo vol. XIV, (1911) 41; E.H. Ayverdi,
Asimpada Osmanli mimari eserleri Yugoslaviva, vol. 111,
Istanbul 1981, 95-107; K. Tomovski, ‘Dzamii vo Bi-
tola’, Godisen Zbornik na Tehnickiot fakultet, (1956/57)
36-38, 48-49; H. Kalesi, Najstariji vakufski dokumenti u
Jugoslaviji na arapskom jeziku, Pristina 1972, 65-69: A.
Andrejevie, Islamska monumentalna umetnost XVI veka
u Jugoslaviji, Beograd 1984, 24-26; M. Sokoloski, ‘Tur-
ski izvorni podatoci od XV i XVI vek za gradot Bitola’,
Glasnik na institwtot za nacionalna istorija, vol. VII/1,

K. Mihajlovski: History of Ritola and its Mosques
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1959 r., 84-86.

MowwuH, Bnagumup. butorscka nnoya us 1017. roa. // MakedoHcku jasuk XVII, 1966, 51-56.

3anMoB, MopuaH. butonbckast Hagnues bonrapckoro camogepxua Veana Bnagucnasa, 1015-1016. // Bonpock! 93bIK03HaHUS
28, 1969, 6, 123-133.

3anmos, VlopaaH. bumorcku Hadnuc Ha MeaH Briaducnas, camodbpxey, 6brzapcku. Cmapobbieapckiu naMemHuK om
1015-1016 2oduHa. C gonbnHeHune: Bacunka 3aumosa. Mean Bnagucnos v Herosuat Hagnue. Codomsi, BAH,1970 .

MowwwH, Bnagumup. Ywrte 3a butonckata nnova og 1017 roguna. // Mcmopuja 7, Ckonje 1971, 2, 355-357.

boxunos, /saH. butonckuaT Hagnuc Ha uap VBaH-Bnagucnas u Hakow BbNPOCK Ha cpeaHOBEKOBHATa Bbirapcka ucropus. //
Memopuyecku npeaned 27, 1971, 1, 84—-100.

Milev, Al. /] #HHHHHHHHHH R . VIcmopudecku npeaned 27, 1971, 2, 130.

Lunt, Horace: Review of Zaimov 1970. Slavic Review vol. 31, 2, Cambridge 1972, p. 499

Tomoswh, I'. Mopdhonoruja hupunckux Hatnnca Ha bankany // ictopujckm nuctutyT, MNocebHa nanawa 16, Ckonje, 1974, ¢. 33.

YrpuHosa-Ckanoscka, Pagmuna. 3anucu u nemonucu. Ckonje: Makedonska kniga 1975, 4344,

Zaimov, Jordan. Eindeutige und umstrittene Stellen in der Bitolja-Inschrift des bulgarischen Selbstherrschers Ivan Viadislav (11.
Jh.). Zeitschrift fir Balkanologie XIII, 1977, 194-204.

Mathiesen, R. The Importance of the Bitola Inscription for Cyrilic Paleography // The Slavic and East European Journal 21,
Bloomington 1977, 1, pp. 1-2.

3aumos, VopaaH, Bacunka Tonkosa-3anmosa, bwrzapuH podom, bumonckusm Hadnuc Ha Mear Bnaduciag, camodbpxey
bwneapcku. Codusa, HapoaHa npoceeta 1981.

Lunt, Horace. On dating Old Church Slavonic bible manuscripts. In: A. A. Barentsen, M. G. M. Tielemans, R. Sprenger (eds.),
South Slavic and Balkan linguistics, Rodopi 1982, p. 230.

boxwunos, BaH. butoncku Hagnuc Ha MiBan Bnagucnas // Kupuno-memoduescka eHyuknonedus 1. |, Cocpus 1985, pp. 196-
198.

Llopfuh, MNetap: Mcmopuja cpncke hupunuye. beorpag 1990, 451-468.

JaHakueBscku, Tome: Ybukauuja Ha cpedHosekosHa bumona (VII-XIV sek). butona 2003.

Stojkov, Stojko. butonckata nnova — gunemu u nHtepnpetaunn. In: Camyunosama dpxaga 80 UcmopucKkama, 80EHO-
nonumuykama, dyxogHama u KynmypHama mpaoduyuja Ha Makedoruja, 24-26 Oct 2014, Strumica, Macedonia. (Unpublished)
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> large gap between lines | and 2 would be the consequence




Kounded edge‘:
> No stone above 4
{Inscription keeps distance from curve: |

> Rounding older than inscription
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¢. Comparison with Zaimov

up to three letters cut of T -
completely impossible
on this stone slab
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L A0S ERT oT3CT R PEHIAMPT AVG NOB RO AC B A
1} APENILHAE N EM BIUO AN ONICAVIO AR LTEMTER VAT APACS OIS
HNYMOFTRHMON TeAVINE-EC TE AR NALYHYRNAYEARIAIERS =
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Lunt, Review of Zaimoy: 'he fext clearly must
have spilled over to a lost

Slavic Review vol. 31, 2,
Cambridge 1972, p. 499
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Conclusion: Reconstruction of the original inscription
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| Dating the Inscription
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Dating the Ritola inscription

e fEWE 1 ABAAEND JWAHOM CANMOAPKKBIEND BABIAPKCKO..
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G i b e e  RORE . BRCY CRAIRCAS:

extralinguistic facts to base the date on

Transkription St. Stojlcov



Dating the Ritola inscription

“... it is particularly important to date the Bitolja inscription as
accurately as possible. [...]
Everything thus turns on the almost completely obliterated

date in line 11, which Zaimov gives as 6522 (= 1013-1014), and especially
on the value of its second numeral.”

Robert Mathiesen, The Importance of the Bitolja Inscription for Cyrillic
Paleography. (SEE) 21, 1977, 1, 2)




Dating the Ritola inscription

- ™ .
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One basic pomt* ‘31“','1, recurdsvtilefatat

' mold made by 'mfessur Ihor Sevienko of Dumbarton Qaks. Assuming that this
spot does contain a date, one can grant the 6 and the final 2, and a vertical line with
a partial crosspiece that could be € (500) but looks much more like ¥ (700), and
is followed by a space wide enough even for M (40). If one then conjectures the
numbers as 6742, the date would be 1234. This fits beautifully with the orthography
and language, and it identifies Ivan as Asen II, who gained power over Macedonia
in 1230. Yet it also demolishes the intricate historical explanations elaborated by
the Zaimovs and generally diminishes the light that this inscription allegedly throws

| on an obscure period of Macedonian and Bulgarian history. The crucial questions

. remain open.

Horace G. Lunt
Harvard University

F——  0ACGHREE
€| SQ)K% f\ *BOTACTB ~ '

8 Zaimov, plate 2



mold made by Professor Lhor Sevcenko of mrtﬂn Oaks. Assuming that this
spot does contain a date, one can grant the 6 and the final 2, and a vertical line with
a partial crosspiece that could be ® (500) but looks much more like ¥ (700), and
is followed by a space wide enough even for M (40). If one then conjectures the
numbers as 6742, the date would be 1234. This fits beautifully with the orthography
and language, and it identifies Ivan as Asen II, who gained power over Macedonia
in 1230, Yet it also demolishes the intricate historical explanations elaborated by
the Zaimovs and generally diminishes the light that this inscription allegedly throws
on an obscure period of Macedonian and Bulgarian history. The crucial questions
remain open.

TR TR ' aal ™ P O N EETT

Horace G. Lunt 1
Harvard Universiiy i

VAL CEPENOYEH N BAPCT
%w.EbNABm%GUAZBxCT
i <A€>K€Eh‘€&'mb“5(?”
rO[ﬁOb‘*’EB’ y HPH"
50 Ih Tﬁaﬂ@m vﬁr 3

B AT

| '* Zaimov, pIAte B



One basic point: Modin clearly records the fact that the date he confidently
reconstructs as 6522 (1014) has been worn away (“datata e izlizana”; p. 39 in
Slovenska pisemnost, ed. P. Ilievski, Ohrid, 1966). Indeed it does not show up in any
published photographs (note that the Zaimovs’ plate 2 has been doctored in an
unspecified manner, and plate 3 is frankl;,r a drawing), nor 15 1t fuund in a latex

a partial crosspiece that could be © (500) but looks mua:h more like ¥ (700), and
is followed by a space wide enough even for M (40). If one then conjectures the
numbers as 6/42, the date would be 1234. This fits beautifully with the orthography
and language, and 1t identihes Ivan as Asen II, who gained power over Macedonia
in 1230, Yet it also demolishes the intricate historical explanations elaborated by
the Zaimovs and generally diminishes the light that this inscription allegedly throws
on an obscure period of Macedonian and Bulgarian history. The crucial questions
remain open.
Horace G. LunTt
Harvard Universiiy




mold made by Professor IThor Sevienko of Dumbarton Qaks. Assuming that this

ZAimov: S(PKKI spot does contain a date, one can grant the 6 and the final 2, and a vertical line with
partial crosspiece that could be © (500) but looks much more like ¥

[6 522 = |0|l|] is followed by a space wide enough even for M (40). If one then conjectures the

numbers as 6742, the date would be 1234. This fits beautifully with the orthography

LU"T: S\I/'MBQ and language, and it identifies Ivan as Asen II, who gained power over Macedonia

in 1230. Yet it also demolishes the intricate historical explanations elaborated by
[6 '}le — |23£|] the Zaimovs and generally diminishes the light that this inscription allegedly throws
on an obscure period of Macedonian and Bulgarian history. The cruclal uestmns
remain Dpen
S Horace G. LunTt
Harvard Universily
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MAy'be no date at all?

Therefore, it is particularly important to date the Bitolja inscription as
accuratelv as possible. Unfortunately, one is hardly able to demonstrate at
present that the palaecographic character of the inscription points unambigu-
ously to the eleventh century instead of the twelfth or even the early thir-
teenth. Not enough is yet known about the carly history of South Slavic
cyrillic writing. Everything thus turns on the almost completely obliterated
date in line 11, which Zaimov gives as 6 6522 (=1 — 1013- 1014), and especially
on the va]ue Df its secand numeral. The little Df this numeral that can be
seen on unretc}uched ph-:} tographs I mlght mdeed be part of the CEI’lHlC letter
f = SUD) but, as Horace G. Lunt has Emnted out, it might also be part
a::-f the c:yrﬂhc letter ps (= 700) in which case the B1t01]3 1n5cr;|ptmn would
§eem to be of “the t_hlrteenth_century_

4 Horace G. Lunt, [review of Zaimov], Slavic Review, 31 (1972), 499. Zaimov,
plate 1, may be unretouched; Vladimir Mosin, “Najstarata kirilska epigrafika,”
Slovenska pismenost: 1050-godisnina na Kliment Ohridski (Ohrid: Naroden
muzej, 1966), 35-44, gives the best such photograph yct published (plate TII:3).
Lunt informs me that Sevienko's photographs exclude the possibility of the
numeral being an f (=500), but not being a ps (=700), and may even e:u:lude
1;h¢ pcﬁmblllw Df the numeral being part of a date. The daté may then have stood

at the beginning of line 12.

R. Mathiesen, On the Importance ... 1977
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> It is a number(see the iﬂA)

» Second numeral is a
> Because of psi » not IIth century (6744#)

> | rce-digit number! 3rd digit decimal or single?
> Possible letters: decimal K, A; single: A, A, €

> Different segmentation: b AG|T0] oTh ...7 OATRSRE SN g -

M
10 20 30 40

L100 200 300 400

500 600 700 800 900

t-."'-._.'\-\.\_ s .

e, e X

. I'-\. .h!'--

W : "

—d
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P

first step: S‘T’3 SRR




s 3rd numeral decimal: K, A?
> 6720 or 6730 > 1212 or 1222

> lvan Assen Il rules 1218-124l
_ :_ Only A fits the reign of lvan Assen I

> But: Theodore ICSomnenos Doulcos rules over Mak. since 1216;
Ilvan Assen |l onl Aﬁer 1230 » 3‘”d numeml no cleumAI




The State of Epirus, 1205 to 1230
[  Epirus c. 1205-1210

Note: Borders are approximate only

Expansion under Michael |, 1210-1215
Expansion under Theodore |, 1215-1230

~ —
1222 (third digit = K) does nof fit lvan Assen Il forersityie gppir

Ragusa

Dyrrhachiu
ruja

KINGDOM
OF SICILY

° Ohrid Thessalonica

g

Rl Il GARIA
sakx ° \
Thrace 2 he
Skgpje Mosynopolis e Demotika " .
Prilep p1 4 ¢ esc?r;ef;s?a Chyistopol °= icaca
o Pegae

~7 . EMPIRE
LU ~  EPpgienen OF NICAEA

D

Larissa

]
Thessaly
--:qeums

o

-
Séalcan
5 K

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodore_Komnenos_Doukas -a
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» Sunis: _
> 3rd numeral single: A, A, €7
> 6701, 6704 or 6705 5 1193, 1196 or 1197
1> lvan Assen |: tsar 1190-1196, 11196

r A € s
3 4 5 &

AN M N 3 0o n ujp
20 30 40 50 &0 JFO 8O0 90

pec Ty d XYW

100 200 300 400 500 600 700 BOO 200 -:1
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. Conclusion 6.I -

It is nmbr (conrA Lunt via MAfhieen)

> Three numerals; 3rd place single no. (not a decimal no.)
L > DecimadG-A-(A=1222); Single: A, A, (A = 1193, A, = 1196)
> Text (also) references lIth cenfury (> Aaron)

"> Different segmentation: b AB[To| 0Th ...

IKempgen: f§ % ,&
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It is a numbr (contra Lunt via MA’rhiee)

> Three digits; 3rd place single no. (not a decimal no.)

G > DecimalIG-A-(A-=1222); Single: A, A, (A = 1193, A = 1196)
B Text (also) references 1™ cenfury (> Aaron)

= ['o ABJA] (Gen., Zaimov) ssibl

IKempgen: f§ % ,&

e A real o from the inscip‘rion itself

‘o »






ew Keading

This line is well

readable or
reconstructable
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Astonishingly, so far there
are rarely any hypotheses
for this place
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AR

ChRCh . ...

INQuistics:
1) Adjective or Noun (Name)
) One Word
) Starts with V...
) Has five letters




Zar 1187/88 — 1196
Use of title from [187

Top parts of all red letters clearly visible

lvan Asen I: “Seals bearing the inscription lvan
«basileus» (or emperor) of the Rulgarians were
found in Constantinople and other

places.” (Wikipedia en: lvan_Asen_l)
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M. BokHAoR REAUIC: in principle a good candidate, but

I<-m ENLMKAONEA NS Ny
vol. 1, Sofija 1985 definifively does not mafch the shapes of lefters!

> BEAMIK
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Fig: Leander Pallas, Uni Bamberg



Conclusions 6.1. + 6.2
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New dating of the inscription

> Inscription made = 1196 (if death of Ivan Asen . is referenced);
> "1230/31" |after battle of Klokotnitsa], by lvan Asen |1, who regained
Macedonia from Theodore IComnenos Doulcos

; a‘ | / ',: .. o " i : __ A .'I L A e
s RSN YA A A A S S S 7

: Battle 9 3 1230 known actlvmes by lvan Asen II in FEEs '_
\ ﬂ -‘-f- _ (the same year (> Athos) B ‘TI_";_'_
> Building began October 20, 12302 =t

> Building finished month '222?', either 1230 or | LA Qo ‘h
| probybly 1231. .




New dating of the inscription

> Inscription made > 1196 (if death of Ivan Asen . is referenced);
"1230/31" [after battle of Klolkotnitsa, 9.3. 1230], by lvan Asen Il., who
regained Macedonia from Theodore ISomnenos Douleos
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Sk “His troops swept into Theodore's Iands and conquered dozens of Eplrote towns. They e
el 8 u - captured Ohrid, Prilep and Serres in Macedonia [...]. lvan Asen placed Bulgarlan,-_,;;_ S
N ~ garrisons in the important fortresses and appointed his own men to command themandf- — - -
e Jto collect the taxes [...]. He made generous grants to the monasteries on Mount AthosL e -
— T . during his visit there in 1230 [...]. ‘ - = v 4
4 oy A
~ ' lvan Asen’s conquests secured the Bulgarian control of the Via Egnatia (the important © S
. trade route between Thessaloniki and Durazzo). (Wikipedia en: lvan_Assen_ll) g5 |
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bV Kb}
HILRKE
[JON%E

ZAIMOV Rec.
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> ZAIMOV Rec. def. wrong



6.3 Smaller Corrections




|. new letter(s) readable: TO,
As Moshin assumed: (TO)

T(O)MOY
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2. TAIMOV: Superscript t. » No trace whatsoever



Small Correction 3

4 l(@]U‘ﬂ K s
»NAWEA BYATBKY

3. "M" damaged, but preserved; no trace of b,



char. too wide + Bl
from second stone cutter

incorrec’rly
repaired



Small Correction 5

Kepro Sofia

PLPATSIG

| New: clearly readable superscript
Bh3ATO B'hl 3A\.....

4 Stojlcov
Beve LIPh PA.....

5. Superscript ‘A’ present: ZATO]



Small Correction 5

N S e Word ZAY[TO] very probable.

Mg . "lots of qold taken”: battle of
eSS Kloleotnitsa 1230,

lvan Asen I, from Theodore



New: superscript Z
recognizable on digital
modél - just below the
superscript a. €asy fo
mistake for dirt.

> PAS| #4441

6. Superscript-z7 present



CTAPOCIIOBEHCKM TEKCT Of1 1015/1017 r.
“BUTONCKA MIMOYA” Bo Koja 3a npBnar ce
cnomeHyBa umeto Ha BUTOJA
»

OLDSLAVIC TEXT FROM 1015/1017 year
- “BITOLA INSCRIPTION” where the name of
~ BITOLA was mentioned for the first time



7. The text so far ...

AACMB H A'BAAEMD [WANOM CAMOAPBIKBLIEM B/\'Z)PAPI)CICOM
MOLHTAR H MOATTRAMI nprlsc'rbm RAAAPHLA NalleA BOa TR

ANeNie 1 R BPI)XOB'Z)NFOFO ANAD | ¢B Ke PPA,A,I) A'BAAND BbICT
AHLHE U NA cTIceNHe T NA ?KI/Ing BAI)PAPOI\JI'Z) NATPATD K¢

rpAAb b BuIToAb MIlA 0KTOR'A BB i€ || KONBY'E e CA MIlA

HeX ) bICTb B/\bPAPTNb POAOMb Oy

K AATORBPBNOY CBIND Apom\ ¢|...]
Ib|%|7?] KABBNATO IAKE | pAZEICTE
Ibul?7] i B 1A KA K¢ BbZATO BBl ZA

i ..](J)OA ¢ ke Bacha Lpb pas
¢ Y\ Bb AB[T0] 0T CTROPEHTIA MHpA
TOMOY' HEXOAALIOY
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Meeting at the Rectorate of UIKLO,
with rector prof. Nedelkovski

BitoLA News AND UKLO NEews, , MAY 3, 2023
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This presentation was originally given during the 2024 “Konstanz Meeting” of
Slavic Linguists, Hamburg, 16.-20. 2024.
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