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The Inscription in the Monastery Arxangel Mixail
in Varos (Prilep) and its Reading
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CpeaHOBeKOBHU rpajgoBu U TBpAMHYN BO MakegoHIja

VIBan MuKy aumk

http://www.promacedonia.org/im3/im_prilep.htm
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The mscription 1s now commonly read like this:®

R ABTO 2P,
nwe AN,A,PH enna

g[)evp 7|

Fully written out, this spells:

R ABTO 2P, [996] nw(H) ANAH(E) enHerons
pevp(oyapm) Zi [17]

As such, the translation does not present a problem: “In the year
996, bishop Andrie died February 17.” This dating makes it one of the
oldest Cyrillic mscriptions preserved, right along with the famous Mosti¢
inscription (950-960) from Preslav, Tsar Samuil’s mscription from 993, and
the Bitola inscription from 1015-1018. Therefore, the Varo$ inscription has
at one time been proudly called the “third oldest inscription” 1n the Slavic
world, “the second oldest one” or “the oldest epitaph written in Cyrillic”

(TToneBoit 1883: 11).

Kempgen 2017



YHKH“HEI[I{H

Crofodmarma ehyurToneius

Bapowku Hagnuc

or Vukunegua, cBoBoAHATa eHUMKIoNe 1A

BapoLWKMAT HAAMKC @ HAANUC Ha cTapobbnrapcku eauk ot 996 ronuHa.l!! Toi e cpen Haii-cTapuTe Gbnrapeki HaanWCKH 3aeaHo ¢ HAANMCA Ha YBPryGMnA MocTiy oT 950-960
r., CamywnoBma Hanmue oT 993 r. n BuToncky Hagnue ot 1015-1018 rl2l,

OTKpWT e npea 1861 r. B cTapuA MaHacTvp ,CB. ApxaHren® Kpa# ceno Bapolw, AHec keapTan Ha Mpwnen B Penybnvka MakenoHwA. B Hagnuca ce cnoMeHeBa MMETO Ha enMcKon
oT MNpwnen, KbAeTo Ce & HAMWPANo W eNUCKONCKOTO Ceaanuiue No BpeMe Ha ynpaeneHweTo Ha Llap Camyun. HaanuesT rnacu:

B neto 6504 (996) novuHa ermuckon AHapen, Ha 1?¢sspyapuﬁ...f3}

Benexkwn [penaktupade | edit source |

1. 1 Iﬁupnal-l WMeaxos. "Bbnrapcku ctapuHy va Makenonuwa". Codwuna, 1831, cTp. 26-28.
2. T Tpaitues, Neopru. [yxoBHWTe KayecTea Ha makegoHckuTe 6bnrapun, MakegoHcka 6ubnuoTexka Ne 7 Codma-lNevaTtHuua “Pogonu” T. Knucapos, 1928, cTp.5. &

3. 1 Oyiuer, MeaH. Mpunen B HAWETO MUHAND, B: NOKNOHHWYECKW cnoea 3a MakenoHua, BoeHHouagaTencku komnneke "Ce. Meopru MNoBegoHocey”, Cotua, 1993 &

* Mopran ,MakegoHMAa " CBABPXKA OLIE MHOIO CTATHH, CBBLP3aHHU C MCTOPUKO-reorpachckara obnacr.
. MoseTte fla ce BKMOYHTE KbM YuKunpoekT ,MakegoHua".

Kateropun: Crapobbnrapckv Hagnucu | Mupea 6bnrapcka AbpXasa | WcTopwA Ha MNpunen | KynTtypa B lNpu1nen

BG Wiki!
Mak. Wiki: —




I

P

ol
i

drawing

S. Kempgen

iy

.,
B



36

History of Discovery & Description



"Discovery I:" "Discovery II:"

Antoriin 1879 Hilferding 1868 l(expedition, no publ.)
Miljukov 1899 Amfiloxij 1869 (talk), 1872 (publ.)

lvanov 908 Polevoj 1871 (drawing publ., no expl.)



Discovery |

o Antonin/Kapustin 1879
HOBsIKA Bb PYMEINLI.

ApxumaHopuT AHTOHMH

Arxamargrata AHTOHHUHA.

Yiena Corpyrnuea HunzeaTopckaro Pycckaro Apxeororkdecearo O6mectsa.

HauyansHukK Pycckoi [lyxoeHoi Muccun B
CAHKTIIETEPBYPI'D. | Wepycanume
TANDOTPAPIH HMUEPATOPCEOR AKANEMIA HAYK'D,
(Bac. Ocrp., 9 anm., N 1%.) 5 wroHA 1869 — 24 mapTta 1854
1870, c 1865 roga — BpemMeHHbIW 3aBeyOLWKniA



Discovery |

agio!, not po<[i]
Antonin/Kapustin 1879, listV



Di |
Miliukov 1899, 125 SEOYELY

Graffito na xoaoEnd mepexs BXxoxoMs Tenepsb
MOEPAIIEH0 KPACKOH, HO YepTH BCe &e BHCTYDAIOTH HBCTBEHHO
H OK43HIBAITCH HeBHOAHD cXoanmMu b dak-

cuMEIe AHTOHMEA: (¢M. puc. ¥ 49)

pATTO 2
AHTOMHHT YHTATD 3TV HAIIHCEH: (Bh) Cﬂ”‘r‘eﬁ'm éfﬁp\ K?
akTo 6504( -996) aylwt(atog) elinn AHQH PE A wf,..z
sevp z!'). Hame ¢arcumure sasognts ma '

Puc, 20 49, Hagouned sa Roxon-

xpyroe uTemie: B a#RTo (s$Ak(6524 1016) D=

ﬁg‘m xon. 4, Apxas-
ovene AdHM(A) sk Jevp Z . . . (B opu- o Bapow sonxd fipridaa.

rEE&.1S CTBAYIOLLE 3HAKM MAYTDH POCHCPEOMD BHHSS; MOKETH OHTD,
TYTh CKPHBACTCH HBIUKTD ?

Miljukov 1899: incorrect date 6524 = 1016
Antonin/Kapustin 1879: 6504 = 996



Discovery |

MiIiUkOV ]899 [I. 1I. Muavkosa. 105

6524 = 1016

B031b Qurypm crapng, ¢ ehgoii dopogoit: KEXAL(d), 1. ¢
,B% Mpucta bora“. Graffito na roionut mepein sxozomt Temepr
MOKPAMICIO KPACKOil; 110 YePTH BCE KC BHCTVIAIOTE SBCTBCHHO
H OBA3HBAIOTCH HEBHOAE exoIunuL ¢b (ak-

cupuae Autonuna: (cym. pue. X 49) 2270 2
£2 )_\_ K?

ANTOHUHT YUTAID HTV HATIHCH: (B'h) Cﬂmam.:_n n2
kT 6504(=996) dyiwt(atog) emirn aipn ‘PE/W Y1,
skevp z'). Hame Qakcumunic uapojurs Ha
Apyroc utemtic: R akvo (SP A (6524 - 1016) 1Sy, aanuch ua Soson-

OH'CIIG fl,l-“l"(:l) Hlblllrh ilif’\'p 7 . (lﬂ'} UP]I' rexa. Bapuws sosat Hpuatoa.

p

THRATE CABIVIONIC SUakl ILIVTD POCUCPROMTD BIHID; MOKCTL OBTD.
TVTH CRPLIBACTCH UHIHKTS ?

Antonin/Kapustin 1879:6504 = 996
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Discovery |

TuawoV, T | ’//7//
Jordan Ivanov 1908
- FbICAPCR CTAPHHA—

2E /)/’ .

ﬁDPEAH% UBAHOB®

ABKTOPS Bh COSHACKHA YHHEBEFCHTETD

H3JABA BBITAPCKOTO K

COodHUA
I BPHABHA MEYATHHLA
\ 1908

(2/1931 = 1970)




Discovery |

7; 6 5 [0]4 =996
LN\ X

A
in the year AZ(‘ TO
P4 /,2.51>A}§

lvanov 1908: 28



"Discovery [." "Discovery II."

Antoriin 1879 Hilferding 1868 l(expedition, no publ.)
Miljukov 1899 Amfiloxij 1869 (talk), 1872 (publ.)

! !

lvanov 908 Polevoj 1871 (drawing publ., no expl.)



Polevoj 1883, I | | Discovery |l

16 TOPIS A4 TO WAU |
> | oA C
PYCORO THTEPATYPH 0 5

Bh OTEPEAXD K SIOTPAQIAXT. N

COYHHEHRIE

0. TOJEBOTO. ' / )

'

TACTDB I

NPEBHIX MEPIOJ®

KMPpHIIHEI, PopMA HAIMHXTD MeYATHH XD | Re YKPamAlrcd pasHOUBBTHHIME BHYYPHBIMK
0yKBB, KOTOPOI0 Telephb HeYaTaloTCA Y HACH | Y30paMH; HHOIAA HMTB IPHIAKTH (dopMy npb-
KHHTH M KOTOpaf IOIYYHAA Ha3Bamie rpask- | TOBE, NTHIE Uiy 3BTpeli; wAOIAa MOKPHBAKTE
paHckoIli asbyku (BH oTIWYie OTH KUPHIOB-| HXH 10301070, To jgpeswbiimee 1HEHMO
CKOH, ymepmaBmeiicA BH HANHXP N ePKOB-| HAUTHXH pPYKOMHCEl HA3BIBAGTCA Y CTABOM®B

- e HBIX'p KHHM[AXBD). HIH YCTABHBIMD HHCHMOM®.
IATOE WBIAHIE - Ognaxo-&e, 6 Tedenie fesAtu BEron cpo-| DBP kommd XIV Bbra apiaercd y Hacn xpyroe
2 et - ero cymecrBoBaHia Bb Poccim, KHpuITMila, BB | MHCHMO, IHOKDYribe W moMelbde ycraBa, XOTd

| oUepraHil CBOHXB GYKBH, MHOTO padbh morep-| W J10BOIbHO eme GIu3K0oe K HEMY IO oYepTa-
rbia sHaYuTeApHBIA WsMBHeHix. IpesuBiimiin | HiAMT OYKEBB—4T0 LHOJIYYCT&B'B, KOTOPHMB
' pyronucu, mucanusg 1o XIV pbra, orauva- | umcainm npemyymecrsenno Bs XV u XVT cro-

' ores  saMbyaTeIsHO© Kpacorol0 H oryerau- abriaxs. Hakomens, c» XVII croxbria, scaba-

| BOCTBE) CBOEI0 KpPYIHAr0 MHCHMA. Haﬁ{;[a;{;cmie CHIbHO-pasBuBIHelicA morpefHOCTH BB
6ykpa BL 9ToMB mnuchMb craBurca orybasmo, | xbaosodl mepemucrdB, naumpaers upeolaagars

CAHETB-IIETEPBYPI'D | 6e3D BeAKOIl ¢BA3M € GrwRaiimuyMu GyRBAMM. | CKOPOIIHCH (CYUIECTBOBABIIAA H 32 XOITO X0
i} .  HavarsHBIA OYKBH ¥ 3al1aBii KHII'S paspu- | 91010 BPEMEHH), OTIXYAKMAACA HeNPABHIb-
1==3. COBHIBAIOTCA KpacHOK Kpackoif, a WHOIAX [a- | HOCTBID H HEKPACHBOCThIO HauepraHiii OYEBb,

|

11



Polevoj (first ed.: 1871) Discovery |l

first drawing;
without any additional information
unrecognized so far as the inscription from Varos



Discovery |l




BCBMH HAUIAMA COOpaHIAMHA l'peYyecKHX pyKounHce#l ¢b MARIATIOpaMH BB Loccinm.

- Obpamy Bame sanmanie, MHIOCTHBHIE ,mcyﬁa.pn, HA OAMHD CIABAHCEIR NAMATHARD
996 roaa, RHPHITOBCKAMH OYRBAMH yrpamenmnit, 6oxbe ppesnilt, memean u Ocrpommposo
Esanreaie. 9to—naarpobaas HAANACS mafirengas [[B#tcreareasaniMb CraTrceuns CosBr-

auroMs Aa. Oeonop. I'maseepamarows b llpnatus sp Makegonin, cronnposanmras HMb

RAPAHAAIIEMD HA ngnanaq'uzm fymary, MEOI IepCKONNPOBAHHAA H DTJHTUEEE@HEDTEHEH&H.

91y epmrcTBennyi0 caMoxpesaBRmyw HagrpoGayw maxnucs 996 roxa omd po3BoAMAD MAK
2aaBATh A& 1-mp Mocrosckoms Apxeosormieckomd cbbaxh. Cebrbria o mel wan ero
AHEBHAFA coO6menkn cabayomia: Baguwch 5Ta Haxoxurca Bb Mareponmin 85 [Iprrbos,

Ha opHo#t kozomEB OTH crapofl mepRBH MOHACTHpHA cB. Apxanresa Muxanaa. 3nBbch emy

cKa3aq¥, 9TO NepRoBb ApesmAs Bb 1861 roxy Omaa Bozo6HOBIEHA:; EKOJOHHA e APEBRAT.
rxb 3aO0fch, He OLiaa TpoayTa. 3annce bra crbryomans: akvo sdy (996); naxbe HeOAAT-

HOe OdYepTamie: qu H HH. !I[anm! €nnx. Tarp unTass . Oecon, 'mavoepprars. Mab

raxerca—ne Angpelt aW, xoTa 3gBce OyKBB ¢ M ¢ HE ) npn uMesn Aagpell Gyrsa
A BB IpeBHHXD CIABHHCKHX'D PYRONACHAXD HACAIACH Bnagx 3-it crporB BEgEN HBROTO-
puis GYEBH He DOJHBIA K HE COBCBMB HORATHRIA. He ognatawrs an omb: in‘.ﬂg. 31 Q’IE"I'

apTa 3i., yrBepATedbHO CcRasaTh He Mory. Ilouremmbimumsb A. ©. l'misoepanarons cool-
meHa A Apyrag Raarpo0Ras HagnWCh AIA 3aABienis o Hell Ha cemb me cvbagb. Ora man-

nuck HaprpoOHas™ cB. Kammenra Oxpmacraro. OHa manevarasma sb 1-# pass r. [puro-
posruems. Xora roxs Ha Helt ozmavens 6424 (919), Bpems cuMepTH 8TUTO CBATArO,HO HE BhH
fedb e CMEPTH OHD OPOCIABICHBD CBATHIMB. He 3Hag 0O WCTOPIM BpeMEHH HOCTPOLHIA
Oxpugcraro cobopa, HH BpeMEHH OpOCIABIEHIE €ro Memgy cCBATHMH, o0nb 2-# 3anmcw,
9410 oxa oucana Bb 919 Toxy, & me ropasgo mo3jabBe, EHHUEro HE MOTY CRA3ATb YTBe[- .
AHTeXBHArO, mpepocTaBiag BTo phmuTe Ooabe Mena cpbaymums B Bb Hceropin m sn lla-
zeorpacin Csasancro#t. Dra maguucs, no cxosaws I'. ['minoeppmara, snpbszana HE NIuTB
mexraro mpamopa. I[loBropemie es Tyrs e ¢b mpOmycKOMbH OHODH Y (400), Ragk® CRa-
384D eMy TAMOmEil cBSmenHEREb, crBIaHO XBTHMM. |

e, T e = & > as -

Amfiloxij 1872:5 | Di‘scovery |



"Discovery I:" "Discovery II."

Antoriin 1879 Hilferding 1868 l(expedition, no publ.)
Miljukov 1899 Amfiloxij 1869 (talk), 1872 (publ.)
Ivangv 1908 Polevoj 1871 (dgawing publ,, no expl.)

@ Kempgen 2017: new reading of the year



ePpA

650 4=9% A [

what is this actually?



... could this also

(| «— be “ten’!

654 10=6514=
006!

if this is ‘ten’...

710=17
(Febr.)



X
(I) A 9%
so far: Varosh inscription 996

A new: Kempgen 2017: 1006

2¢A1 1006

———

ga(J),A,T 1006 instead of f’a(J)A 996

... fits much better into the historical
context of Tsar Samuil’s reign
(997-1014)
and the establishment of a bishopric in
Prilep/Varos.



Second question:

R NBTO (2P R ABTO r2PAl
nwT ANA?H en® na vs., NMWT AnA one n’nz
evp 7 Pevp 7]

Andr(e)j the Bishop or pop Andrie?
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more plausible (probably):
“Andrej bishop”

|) because probably the superscript
‘0’ would be too far off the the left
for ‘pop’

2) an inscription on a column would
be more appropriate for a bishop.

However: the superscript (today) looks
like an < o > nota<c>.



IONS

some additional observat

ligature N_P clearly visible here
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Bitola Museum

MAHACTUPCKA LUPKBA CB APAHTEN, NPUNEN,

CEBEPHA NENATOHWIA,

Inscription

O




lvanov 1908: 28

MAHACTUPCKA LIPKBA CB APAHTEAN, NPUNEN,
CEBEPHA MNENATOHUIA,

MON . EP,
Bitola Museum



Museum Guide
(2010)

wexcin u omoipagpuun
CECTPUHCTBOTO 01 MaHacTHp Bapow
quiaju

3]}3&(:1{1'11!? MOHAaCH

ipesog Ha AHITUCKNU

Ana AHrenosa

uigasau
Manactup Bapouw
Maj, 2010

Arxangel
Mixail

text and photographs

The Varosh Monastery sisterhood
design

The monks from the Zrze Monastery

english translation
Ana Angelova

published by
The Varosh Monastery

may, 2010



CPIETO.
M Tokmy TOa ro 4YyBCTBYBaaT Be-
KOBM HaHA3aJ, C¢ JI0 JleHec, CUTe
AUTEN BO HETOBATa OKOIMHA, KOM
MOCBETEHO M MOJUTBEHO M BO
HajTelIK}Te BpeMMIba 32 MaHac-
TUPOT HUKOrall HE I'0 HAIyLITa-
aT — MaHACTMPOT € HUBHHUOT JIO0M
Kaje WTo THe Ce Ipelo3HaBaar
cniopen boxkjara Gnaropar. Tokmy
TOA 10 JIEHEC € eJ{HO Of| I/IABHNTE
obenexija Ha manacrupor Ceeltiu
Apxanien Muxaun— B0 Hero ce
OrJIefiyBa apTepujaTa Ha 3aeHM1IA-
Ta KOja IyJIcHpa BO CO3BY4YME CO
NEHEUWIHOTO OINIITEXMTHE M CO
l'lﬂETﬂjElHElTEl MOJTMTEA.

[loueitioxotit Ha
UPCGAHUCTIIO

| Ipeaaﬂmem 3a MaHacTHUPOT
3alI0YHYBA BO 10 BEK KOI'd aHOHM-
MeH YVYeHMK Ha cBeTu KammeHT
OXpuacKkn ce Hacenua BO HEKoja



AZTOQd4 | |
geoael peropl
T AHENNF

apxeoAoLKMme ucmpaxysarba 8o [puaen. .
Prilep 986 Museum Guide



b. Babuk, Mamepujarnama kyamypa Ha . Mukyaunk, ChegHoBEKOBHM rpagosu u
MakegoHcknme cAoBeHM BO CBemAMHAMA HA mspguHun Bo Makegonuja. Skopje 1986
apxeoAollkume ucmpaxysarba o [lpuaen. (with source cited)

Prilep 1986
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but not ><)/

identical

lvanov |908: 28 Souvenir bags



S 6 TP‘
. 24

B. Babuk, MamepujarHama kyamypa Ha
MakegoHcknme cAoBeHM BO CBemAMHAMA HA
apxeoAolwkume ncmpaxysara so [1puaen.

Prilep 1986 Souvenir bags
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This presentation accompanies the following paper:
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