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Средновековни градови и тврдини во Македонија 
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History of Discovery & Description

c



"Discovery I:"

Antonin 1879

Miljukov 1899

Ivanov 1908

"Discovery II:"

Hilferding 1868 (expedition, no publ.) 

Amfiloxij 1869 (talk), 1872 (publ.)

Polevoj 1871 (drawing publ., no expl.)



Discovery I

Antonin/Kapustin 1879



Antonin/Kapustin 1879, list V

agiot, not poč[i]

6   5  [0]4

Discovery I



Miljukov 1899, 125

Miljukov 1899: incorrect date 6524 = 1016

Antonin/Kapustin 1879: 6504 = 996

Discovery I

K?



Miljukov 1899
6524 = 1016

Antonin/Kapustin 1879: 6504 = 996

Discovery I

K?



Discovery I

Miljukov 1899

≠



(2/1931 = 1970)

Discovery I

Jordan Ivanov 1908



Ivanov 1908: 28

6  5  [0]4 = 996

7 10 = 17

Discovery I

Feb.

in the year



"Discovery I:"

Antonin 1879

Miljukov 1899

Ivanov 1908

"Discovery II:"

Hilferding 1868 (expedition, no publ.) 

Amfiloxij 1869 (talk), 1872 (publ.)

Polevoj 1871 (drawing publ., no expl.)



Polevoj 1883, 11 Discovery II



first drawing;
without any additional information
unrecognized so far as the inscription from Varoš

Polevoj (first ed.: 1871) Discovery II



Discovery II

Kempgen 2017 Polevoj (first ed.: 1871)



Amfiloxij 1872: 5 Discovery II



"Discovery I:"

Antonin 1879

Miljukov 1899

Ivanov 1908

"Discovery II:"

Hilferding 1868 (expedition, no publ.) 

Amfiloxij 1869 (talk), 1872 (publ.)

Polevoj 1871 (drawing publ., no expl.)

Kempgen 2017: new reading of the year



6  5  [0]   4 = 996

????

what is this actually?



6  5  4  10 = 6514 =  
1006!!

7 10 = 17
(Febr.)

if this is ‘ten’…

… could this also 
be ‘ten’?



so far:  Varosh inscription 996

Kempgen 2017: 1006new:

… fits much better into the historical 
context of Tsar Samuil’s reign

(997–1014)
and the establishment of a bishopric in 

Prilep/Varoš.

996

1006

instead of1006 996



vs.

Second question:

Andr(e)j the Bishop or pop Andrie?



or ???



more plausible (probably): 
“Andrej bishop”

1) because probably the superscript 
‘o’ would be too far off the the left 
for ‘pop’

2) an inscription on a column would 
be more appropriate for a bishop.

However: the superscript (today) looks 
like an < o >, not a < c >.



some additional observations 

ligature N_P clearly visible here



Bitola Museum Inscription



Ivanov 1908: 28 Bitola Museum



Arxangel 
Mixail

Museum Guide 
(2010)



Inscription



Museum Guide

Б. Бабиќ, Материјалната култура на 
Македонските словени во светлината на 
археолошките истражувања во Прилеп. 

Prilep1986



И. Микулчиќ, Средновековни градови и 
тврдини во Македонија. Skopje1986

(with source cited)

Б. Бабиќ, Материјалната култура на 
Македонските словени во светлината на 
археолошките истражувања во Прилеп. 

Prilep1986



new: Souvenirs from the Monastery shop
Bags with inscription!



Souvenir bagsIvanov 1908: 28

similar
but not 
identical

??



Souvenir bags

very different

Б. Бабиќ, Материјалната култура на 
Македонските словени во светлината на 
археолошките истражувања во Прилеп. 

Prilep1986



Souvenir bag art: exact source unclear



This presentation accompanies the following paper:

Sebastian Kempgen: Dating the Varoš Inscription from Prilep. In: Vis et 
sapientia: Studia in honorem Anisavae Miltenova. Novi izvori, interpretacii i 
podhodi v medievistikata / săstavitili i redaktori Adelina Angusheva et al. - 
Sofija 2016, p. 171-181.

The paper is available online.
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