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Picture Database of Balkan Cultural Heritage 
Sebastian Kempgen (invited speaker, University of Bamberg) 

The presentation will give an overview of a project run by the 
author: to build a database of photographs from the Balkans 
documenting various aspects of its cultural heritage and to 
present the results on the “Kodeks” web server. Recent 
photographs from Veliki Preslav, Plovdiv and Rila Monastery 
(especially concerning Ivan Rilski) will be shown as an 
example. It will also be demonstrated how current web 
technologies like Google, Google Earth, the Wikipedia, and 
Wikimapia can be used to create a new user experience and 
new research possibilities. A second database that will be 
shown is a collection of >1000 historical postcards from the 
Balkans.

Abstract



• Project 2005 – 2008

• “Oberfrankenstiftung” (Foundation)

• Computers, Server, Scanner, 
Software...

• Camera, Lenses…

• Staff

• Excursions, Travels, Conferences

• Acquisitions for Univ. Library

• Publications

• “Kodeks” web server



Aims:

• Make Photographs

• Create Image Database

• Publish in print / on web

• Buy Books

• …for teaching 

and research



Countries

• Bulgaria

• Macedonia

• Hungary

• …



Content

• Balkan Cultural Heritage

• Inscriptions, Books, Texts

• Architecture, Art, Places

• … of interest to Slavists









Macedonia 2007 + 2008



Macedonia Excursion 2008



7.500 Photographs so far…

Provadia Museum



Examples:

• …

• Ivan Rilski, Rila Monastery

• …

• …



Rila Monastery



Rila Monastery



Sv. Ivan Rilski



Rila Postnica



Rila Monastery



Sv. Ivan Rilski



Sv. Ivan Rilski

20061999



Sv. Ivan Rilski



Sv. Ivan Rilski



Sv. Ivan Rilski



Sv. Ivan Rilski



Sv. Ivan Rilski



Examples:

• …

• Ivan Rilski

• Preslav Inscriptions

• …



Veliki Preslav



Veliki Preslav



Veliki Preslav



Veliki Preslav

1999



Veliki Preslav

1999

2007



Sept. 2007, Veliki Preslav



Sept. 2007, Veliki Preslav



Sept. 2007, Veliki Preslav



Sept. 2007, Veliki Preslav



Sept. 2007, Veliki Preslav



Examples:

• …

• Preslav Inscriptons

• Plovdiv Architecture

• …



Plovdiv Houses



Plovdiv Houses

2006



Plovdiv Houses

20062007



Examples:

• …

• Plovdiv Architecture

• Balkan Postcards

• …



Postcards from the Balkans

• Historical Postcards

• First Half of 20th Century

• >1000

• Searchable Database



Balkan Postcards
Postcards from …

• Sofia

• Russia

• Zadar

• …popular lately





Balkan Postcards



Balkan Postcards



Balkan Postcards



Balkan Postcards



Balkan Postcards



Balkan Postcards



Integrating Web Resources

• Google Earth

• Wikipedia

• “Kodeks” Server

• …



“Google 
Earth”:


Placemark 
for Pliska



“Google 
Earth”:


Placemark 
for Pliska



Kodeks-Server



Google Results



Wikipedia



Web 2.0



Publications…



…my 2 cents worth



This presentation was given on 22.02.2008 in Sofia, Bulgaria, during the 
conference “Slovo. Towards a Digital Library of Slavic Manuscripts”, Feb. 21-26, 
2008, organised the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAN), Institute of 
Literature.

Of the topics presented here, several were developed into separate 
publications (all available online):

Preslav Inscription: Print Publication
Plovdiv Houses: Print Publication • Presentation
Bulgarian Postcards: Print Publication • Presentation

✎

ѾAЗ c

https://fis.uni-bamberg.de/handle/uniba/40828
https://fis.uni-bamberg.de/handle/uniba/1584
https://fis.uni-bamberg.de/handle/uniba/46715
https://fis.uni-bamberg.de/handle/uniba/40155
https://fis.uni-bamberg.de/handle/uniba/49498


This presentation was given on 22.02.2008 in Sofia, Bulgaria, during the 
conference “Slovo. Towards a Digital Library of Slavic Manuscripts”, Feb. 21-26, 
2008, organised the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAN), Institute of 
Literature. Conference web-site: http://slovo-aso.cl.bas.bg
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