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Afanasij Nikitin’s «Voyage beyond three seas» (1468–1474) is one of
the most famous and popular Old-Russian texts. While the original
has been lost, the text has been preserved in several copies. The
main copies are the Troickij spisok, the Ėtterov spisok and the Arxivskij
spisok. At the same time, these are the oldest copies (probably end of
XVth century for the Troickij spisok, first half or middle of the XVIth

century for the other two). A younger copy is the so-called Undol’skij
spisok (XVIIth century), and there are some fragments in existence.

In this paper, we are publishing black and white photographs of
the Arxivskij spisok (fols. 193–220v. of RGADA f. 181, №. 371/821)
which were made for the author as a paid-for service in 1999 at the
RGADA with the express aim of publishing them as a facsimile. For
various reasons, however, the author could not finish his project at
the time. These photographs have now been scanned in and proces-
sed for better legibility. 

By now, however, this is not the first facsimile of the text any
more. In 2003 in Tver’, the home-town of Afanasij Nikitin, a colour
facsimile has been published in the book Xoženie za tri morja Afana-
sija Nikitina. Voyage along the three seas, V.P. KOZLOV et al. (red.).
Tver’: Arxivnyj otdel Tverskoj oblasti. (This book is also available
electronically.)

A side-by-side comparison (on the next page) shows that both
versions have their merits: the colour version gives a more “natural”
picture of the manuscript and is better readable in certain areas (see
the word ‘ино’ on line nine of the sample), whereas the black-and-
white photographs are generally sharper. However, the colour facsi-
mile is missing one element: it starts with page 193v. and therefore
omits the first five lines of the well-known introductory remarks by
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the scribe (“Togo že godu obrětox…”) on page 193. This page is in-
cluded with our black-and-white version. Consequently, both version
complement each other quite nicely.

The graphic on the title page is based on the Troickij spisok. The
title of our paper (“Xoženie Afonas’evo”) is derived from the unique
“header” on the original of the Arxivskij spisok (see fol. 206 for
example), obviously added at a later time. 

The first edition of the Arxivskij spisok has been published in 1821
in Sofijskij vremennik ili ruskaja lětopis’ s 862 po 1534 god. Izdal Pavel
Stroev. Čast’ vtoraja, s 1425 po 1534 god. Moskva, pp. 145–164. This
was the first real edition of any of the extant manuscripts of the
‘Xoženie’. (N.M. KARAMZIN had discovered the Troickij spisok and
published fragments in his monumental Istorija Gosudarstva Rossijs-
kago, t. VI, SPb. 1817, pp. 344–346 and 458–461, i.e. a few years ear-
lier.) As a convenience for the reader, STROEVs edition can be found
as an appendix to this paper.

The latest edition of the Arxivskij spisok is contained in the new
edition of  Polnoe sobranie russkix letopisej. Tom šestoj, vypusk 2. So-
fijskaja vtoraja letopis’. Moskva: Jazyki russkoj kul’tury 2001, with a
foreword by B.M. KLOSS. The text was prepared by S.N. KISTEREV

and L.A. TIMOŠINA. In this new edition, the text of the Xoženie can
be found on pp. 222–240. In contrast to older editions, this version
marks superscripts in the original manuscripts as cursive letters, and
expanded letters are put in brackets. The text, however, does not
preserve any diacritics, and the punctuation is also contemporary.
The orthography has also been regularised. Only the yat character
has been added to the otherwise modern orthography.

URN: urn:nbn:de:bvb:473-irb-475988
DOI: https://doi.org/10.20378/irb-47598



Over the years, the author has published several articles about
Afanasij Nikitin’s journey, identifying some places of his route for
the first time (like Čebokar and Kulonger). A monograph containing
the first-ever diplomatic edition of the Troickij spisok and the first-
ever full facsimile of the Ėtterov spisok has also recently been pub-
lished:

The volume is available in print and also electronically (Open Ac-
cess). All project-related publications by the author can be found at
various repositories (academia.edu, fis.uni-bamberg.de) and on the
project home page at https://www.uni-bamberg.de/slavling/personal/
prof-em-dr-sebastian-kempgen/forschung/projekte/afanasij-nikitin/.

In our edition, we fully preserve all diacritics and the orthography
of the original, and also its punctuation. For the reproduction, we are
using our own custom Old Russian font. See sample pages on the
right!

Bamberg, March 2020 Sebastian Kempgen
sebastian.kempgen@uni-bamberg.de
ORCID:  0000-0002-2534-9423

3

Sebastian Kempgen: Arxivskij spisok «Xoženija za tri morja» Afanasija Nikitina

Sebastian Kempgen: Afanasij Nikitin: Reise über drei Meere
(Xoženie za tri morja, 1468–1474). Band I:

Facsimile – diplomatische Edition – Karten – Bibliographie.
Bamberg: University of Bamberg Press 2020

(Bamberger Interdisziplinäre Mittelalterstudien; 14). 336 pp. 
urn: nbn-resolving.org/urn:nbn:de:bvb:473-irb-472513

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.20378/irb-47251
Univ. Bamberg publication server: 

https://fis.uni-bamberg.de/handle/uniba/47251

Facing pages (sample) from our edition of the Troickij spisok

Facing pages (sample) from our edition of the Ėtterov spisok
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Comparison of black-and-white facsimile
with colour facsimile
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fol. 193
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fol. 194
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fol. 195
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fol. 196
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fol. 197
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fol. 198
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