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Grammars, Manuals

“The preposition ‘ot’ is always 
written as         ”



Unicode

- a separate letter
in the Cyrillic block



Unicode

…but not in 
the Glagolitic 

block



Question

“Why ‘ot’, why not other 
prepositions like ‘do, po, na, 

iz…?”

Answer?



Grammars

Glag.
> Cyr.             
-> no             



Grammars

Assem.



Texts: Zographensis



Texts: Assemanianus



Glagolitic Texts

• certain tradition to write OT as 
superscript
• OT still no ligature: superscript
 preposition OT frequent in headings 
• distribution best described for 
individual texts



Texts: Savvina kniga



Texts: Suprasliensis



Cyrillic Texts

• strong tendency to write OT as 
ligature in headings and as a linear 
form in running text (Savv.)
• not used in all texts at once
• gradual development, not part of 
the alphabet at first
• depends on contents



Preliminary Results

• Name of the character
• OT occurs in prominent places 
(thus: OT, and not other prepositions)
• Gradual development
• Question still not answered 
completely



Greek



Greek

• many ligatures
• oldest, most common:
• OU 6th c., TO/TOU 9-10th c.



Greek



Greek

Greek direction:

Slavic direction: 

• very few ligatures make sense
as slavic words!



Greek: Gospel
“to kata X 
evanggelion”
no



Greek: Psalter

(Theodore Psalter, 
Constantinople, 1066)



Greek: Psalter

(Theodore Psalter, 
Constantinople, 1066)



Greek: Psalms

Dresden Septuaginta 
of the Psalms, XIVth 
century



Greek: Mosaics

Haghia Sophia, 1118



Haghia Sophia, 1118



Haghia Sophia, XIth cent.





Monreale, Sicily
XIIth cent.



Greek: Icons



Greek: Icons



Conclusion

• Similarity to Greek obvious
• Similarity alone not sufficient
for an explanation: Greek has 
many ligatures



Conclusion

• OT / TO: words, not just letters
• frequent in prominent places
• headings, inscriptions
(Greek: psalms, icons, mosaics, 
Slavic: Gospels)



Conclusion

• OU + TO = oldest lig. in Greek
• Established when Cyr. Alph. dev.
• Only ligatures to make sense as 
Slavic words (reading direction)



Conclusion

• OU + OT make Slavic texts looks 
similar to Greek manuscripts 
• “political reason”



Conclusion

• ironically, 
not considered ligatures in Greek 
Unicode today - in Slavic, they 
are!



Thankъ you!
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