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This short presentation will give you an 
insight into the author’s monograph on 

Afanasij Nikitin and his 
«Journey beyond three seas»

facsimile of the first paragraphs of the Troickij spisok (from PSRL 1853)



Soviet-era editions looked like this…

Adrianova-Peretc 1958

• modern orthography (plus yat) and modern type 
• modern punctuation, paragraphs and sentences 
• no indication of expanded abbreviations 
• no indication of raised letters 
• no diacritical marks



or like this…

Lur’e/Semenov 1986

• modern orthography (plus yat) and modern type 
• modern punctuation, paragraphs and sentences 
• no indication of expanded abbreviations 
• no indication of raised letters 
• no diacritical marks



with user-unfriendly notes
Lur’e/Semenov 1986

• the traditional way of presenting variants 
• user-unfriendly notation 
• separate section, not on the same page as the text



Our diplomatic edition of the ‘Troickij spisok’:

• first-ever diplomatic edition 
• facsimile and edition side by side 
• notes and corrections on the same page 
• alternate readings with sources given 
• colours indicate deletions and additions 
• original punctuation kept intact 
• superscripts reproduced as raised characters 

in the correct place for reading 
• all diacritics and bows faithfully reproduced 
• custom font made especially for this edition



colour codes indicate corrections

Special features of the ‘Nikitin’ font

non-original punctuation in brackets

all diacritics reproduced

superscripts as raised characters

original orthography



First-ever full facsimile of the ‘Ėtterov spisok’

• facsimile and edition side by side 
• new transcription of the text 
• notes and corrections on the same page 
• alternate readings with sources given 
• colours indicate deletions and additions 
• original punctuation kept intact 
• custom font made especially for this text



two-legged superscript ‘t’ nearly ‘square v’jat with long left stroke

 medieval ‘a’ paerok

medieval small ‘b’ narrow ‘e’ broken up ‘k’

 long ‘z’  long ‘x’

high yat’ ‘d’ with thicker strokes

Medieval ‘V’

long lowercase part

Special features of the ‘Etter’ font



original scans

From scan to reproduction 
(for palaeographic section)

vectorized outlinescleaned-up scans



margin note begins outside of parchment ?!?

traces of real position

1960 facsimile of Troickij spisok
fol. 369v.

repaired

From scan to reproduction 
(Troickij spisok)



Double contours and 

low resolution rasterizing 

in the 1960 facsimile of the  

Troickij spisok

Things that cannot be repaired 
(but cannot be ignored either)



Map section with detailed analysis 
(which one is right?)

Not all of these routes are 
equally plausible - but which 
one is? 
(Most plausible is actually 
Vorob’ev 1939, as can be 
concluded from Nikitin’s text 
itself.)



New vector-based maps in colour



Chronological bibliography



Bonus: Paraphernalia 
(films, books, beer, coins, stamps…)



Separately available paper: a black-and-white 
facsimile of the ‘Arxivskij spisok’
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