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ABSTRACT 
The article examines h w exp sure t  s cialism shapes p litical 
attitudes and h w the fall  f the Ir n Curtain afected p litical 
s cialisati n acr ss generati ns in Czechia, while expl ring the 
infuence  f p litical events  n the f rmati n  f p litical 
attitudes. Generati ns b rn in the 1980s and later sh w a l wer 
dem cratic defcit than  lder generati ns wh  were exp sed t  
the s cialist regime. When c mparing generati ns exp sed t  
s cialism with rev luti nary and p st-rev luti nary generati ns, 
y unger c h rts were, during 2010–2019, m re trusting  f 
g vernment and m re satisfed with p litics than their 
predecess rs. They appear t  have devel ped a m re c ntented 
and level-headed relati nship with dem cratic instituti ns. 
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1. Intr ducti n 

Each generati n has its  wn views and ways  f thinking shaped by the p litical, s cial 
and cultural envir nment in which they grew up. The way individuals are s cialised is 
infuenced by a variety  f agents, including parents, family, peers, sch  l, media and 
p litical events (Neund rf and Smets 2017). Studies have c nfrmed that  ur initial 
and subsequent interacti ns with p litical instituti ns als  shape  ur p litical trust as 
d  s cial backgr und, gender, c gnitive abilities, educati n level and  ccupati n 
(Deary, Batty, and Gale 2008; Sch  n and Cheng 2011). H wever, previ us research 
has n t pr vided a clear answer as t  whether trust in p litical act rs and instituti ns 
declines (Brewer et al. 2004; Twenge 2013; Twenge, Campbell, and Freeman 2012), 
changes  ver a lifetime (Huds n 2006)  r increases (Mishler and R se 2001; Patters n 
1999). 

Diferences in p litical attitudes between generati ns als   ccur because  f cultural 
m dernisati n. As cultural c ntexts change, y unger generati ns are s cialised with 
new, diferent values and face challenges that their parents and grandparents did n t 
face. Am ng  ther things, the  pini ns  f  lder and y unger generati ns difer  n 
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issues such as p st-materialism, gender r les  r individual ch ice n rms, with  lder gen-
erati ns being m re c nservative (Manea and Rabušic 2021). 

In this article, I examine generati nal diferences in trust in g vernment and satisfac-
ti n with p litics between Czech generati ns. L wer levels  f trust in p litical instituti ns 
in p st-s cialist Eur pe have been attributed t  vari us fact rs, including p litical culture 
(Haerpfer and Kizil va 2014), instituti ns (B da and Medve-Bálint 2014; Mishler and R se 
1997), ec n mic c nditi ns (Hibbing and Patters n 1994) and the interplay between 
s cial trust and g vernment quality (Muringani, Fitjar, and R dríguez-P se 2024). 

The level  f trust in Czech p litical instituti ns has dynamically changed  ver the past 
35 years. It experienced a “h neym  n peri d” after the c llapse  f the s cialist regime, 
declined in the late 1990s (K łczyńska 2020) and then increased again after 2005 
(Centrum pr  výzkum veřejnéh  mínění 2025). H wever, since 2000, p litical trust in 
Central and Eastern Eur pe has generally remained bel w the Eur pean Uni n average 
(Ch i and W   2023; Muringani, Fitjar, and R dríguez-P se 2024). This study examines 
generati nal diferences in trust in g vernment and p litical satisfacti n, especially c n-
sidering the r le  f exp sure t  s cialism, gender, supp rt f r radical parties as a sign  f 
p litical radicalisati n and alignment with the parties in p wer. 

My primary interest is in assessing the r le  f the s cialising agent  f a p litical event, 
namely, the fall  f the Ir n Curtain in Czechia. The rev luti nary generati n, an age c h rt 
b rn in the 1980s, was subject t  many h pes and expectati ns regarding its r le in the 
dem cratic transf rmati n and p litical renewal. It was c nsidered the frst generati n 
after a 40-year peri d with ut a s cialist burden, with ut being afected by the s cialist 
regime  r s cialised by its instituti ns t  the same extent as the preceding generati ns. 
This generati n has been viewed as a p tential catalyst f r transf rming the p litical land-
scape and bringing the ideals  f the rev luti n t  life. H wever, d es this mean that the 
generati n has a l wer dem cratic defcit than  lder generati ns wh  were exp sed t  
the s cialist regime f r a m re extensive peri d  f their lives? D  rev luti nary and 
p st-rev luti nary generati ns express a higher level  f trust in p litical instituti ns 
and satisfacti n with p litics than preceding generati ns? 

The research fndings indicate that y unger generati ns in Czechia d  sh w greater 
trust in the g vernment and satisfacti n with p litics than their  lder c unterparts, 
suggesting a m re c nfdent and c ntented relati nship with p litics and its instituti ns 
am ng the y unger p pulati n. Furtherm re, even am ng the y unger generati n, th se 
wh  tend t  be p litically radical and supp rt anti-establishment parties still sh w higher 
levels  f trust and satisfacti n with p litics than th se wh  supp rt similar parties am ng 
the  lder generati ns s cialised mainly during the s cialist regime. 

2. State  f the art: generati nal diferences in p litical attitudes 

Research  n generati nal diferences in p litical attitudes has revealed a c mplex inter-
play between ge graphical, s cial, p litical and ec n mic fact rs. Y unger generati ns 
in Western Eur pe have experienced a separati n fr m the traditi nal cleavages  f 
s cial class, religi n and the left/right identifcati n  f  lder generati ns as well as an 
increase in the imp rtance  f attitudes t wards immigrati n (Walczak, van der Brug, 
and De Vries 2012). Additi nally, we can  bserve disparities between y unger and 
 lder generati ns in their relati n t  cultural m dernisati n and value c ncerns 
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centred  n p st-materialism, gender r les and individual ch ice n rms (Manea and 
Rabušic 2021). H wever, the y unger generati ns d  n t just gr w apart fr m the 
 lder  nes, there are als  age-related similarities in attitudes t wards participati n and 
agreement  n key p litical issues, such as the ec n my (Furl ng and Cartmel 2012). 
Y ung pe ple’s kn wledge  f and interest in p litics increase with age, as d  their nega-
tive and cynical attitudes t wards p litics (M rtim re and Tyrrell 2004). Alth ugh kn wl-
edge and interest in p litics tend t  increase with age, participati n in p litical pr test 
activities declines acc rdingly (G erres 2009). 

Previ us studies  f generati nal diferences am ng Eur peans als  sh w that y ung 
adults in Western Eur pe are just as supp rtive  f  r  pp sed t  liberal dem cracy as 
the  lder p pulati n. The diferences, h wever, emerge in the way the p pulati ns m bilise 
p litically (Fernández Guzmán Grassi, P rt s, and Felicetti 2024). Even th ugh satisfacti n 
with dem cracy has risen am ng individuals acr ss all age gr ups, y ung Eur peans 
tend t  be m re c ntent with dem cracy than their  lder c unterparts (Zilinsky 2019). 

Research  n the relati nship between gender and p litical trust remains inc nclusive. 
While s me studies suggest that w men exhibit higher levels  f p litical trust (Christensen 
and Lægreid 2005; Čermák and Stach vá 2010; Sch  n and Cheng 2011),  thers fnd l wer 
trust am ng w men (Alesina and Ferrara 2002; C fé and B lzendahl 2010). The gender gap 
in trust and satisfacti n with p litics can be attributed t  several fact rs. Research suggests 
that w men have, in s me areas, diferent p licy preferences (Eagly and Diekman 2006; Gar-
ritzmann and Schwander 2021), leading t  diferent expectati ns  f p litics and p licy  ut-
c mes and, c nsequently, t  m re p sitive assessments  f trust and satisfacti n. An ther 
the retical explanati n lies in gender diferences in p litical interest. W men, wh  tend 
t  be less interested in p litics (Fraile and G mez 2017), may evaluate the p litical 
system m re fav urably due t  l wer awareness  f specifc issues and p licy  utc mes. 
Psych l gical fact rs may als  play a r le. W men tend t  have higher levels  f agreeable-
ness than men (Vianell  et al. 2013), which may lead them t  express m re m derate p l-
itical  pini ns. This tendency is  ften attributed t  s cial r le n rms and self-expectati ns. 

Additi nally, s me fndings indicate that the efect varies depending  n the specifc 
p litical instituti n being assessed (Reinhardt 2015), the measurements (Bunting, 
Gaskell, and St ker 2021)  r that p litical trust is infuenced m re by pers nality traits 
ass ciated with femininity rather than sex (McDerm tt and J nes 2022). W men in 
p st-s cialist Central Eur pean and f rmer S viet Uni n c untries (Ch i and W   
2023) including Czechia (Čermák and Stach vá 2010) express higher levels  f trust in p l-
itical instituti ns than men. At the same time, citizens are m re likely t  trust and be 
satisfed with p litics if the party they supp rt is in p wer (Čermák and Stach vá 2010). 
These studies highlight the need f r a nuanced understanding  f the fact rs that 
infuence generati nal diferences in p litical attitudes and  pini ns and that sh w the 
dynamics behind the f rmati n  f p litical attitudes and behavi urs am ng generati ns. 

3. P litical s cialisati n and the infuence  f p litical events as agents 

Building  n the ries  f p litical s cialisati n as well as the hist rical legacy  f c mmunism 
by P p-Eleches and Tucker (2017a), I hyp thesise that exp sure t  s cialism shapes p l-
itical attitudes in the directi n  f dem cratic defciency. P litical s cialisati n as a c ncept 
can serve as a descripti n  f the f rmati n  f p litical  pini ns and attitudes  n the 
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individual level as well as the generati nal  r age c h rt levels. It is defned as the “learn-
ing  f s cial patterns c rresp nding t  [an individual’s] s cial p siti n as mediated 
thr ugh vari us agencies  f s ciety” (Hyman 1959, 25)  r as the “pr cess by which citizens 
crystalize p litical identities, values, and behavi urs that remain relatively persistent 
thr ugh ut later life” (Neund rf and Smets 2017, 1). 

The pr cess  f p litical s cialisati n, which begins at an early age, is widely ackn wl-
edged t  be a l ngitudinal learning experience (van Deth, Abendschön, and V llmar 
2011), reaching its peak in ad lescence and early adulth  d (Eriks n, MacKuen, and 
Stims n 2002; Jennings and Niemi 2015) but als  c ntinuing in later stages  f life 
(Ghitza, Gelman, and Auerbach 2023). It is facilitated by vari us agents. Am ng these, 
the m st signifcant are parents, family and sch  l. Other key agents  f p litical s cialisati n 
include c nventi nal and s cial media, as well as p litical events (Neund rf and Smets 
2017). In this study, p litical events were examined as agents  f p litical s cialisati n, 
specifcally, the piv tal p litical event  f the 1989 Velvet Rev luti n in Czech sl vakia. 

The c mm n p litical experience  f individuals c ming  f age in specifc p litical c n-
texts infuences the p litical behavi ur  f a generati n and plays a key r le in the pr cess. In 
particular, individuals wh  came  f age in p litically p larised c ntexts tend t  exhibit l wer 
v ter turn ut rates in subsequent years (Smets and Neund rf 2014). This suggests that the 
experience  f signifcant p litical events during the f rmative years has a lasting impact  n 
the p litical behavi ur  f an individual and that this infuence extends t  the generati n. 
H wever, these c nclusi ns apply t  p litical crises in Western dem cracies. When c nsid-
ering c ns lidating dem cracies, such as the p st-s cialist regimes, the capacity  f individ-
uals t  adapt t  the new regime is extensively infuenced by their s ci ec n mic standing 
in b th the  ld and the new regimes (Hertz, Meurs, and Selcuk 2009; Kraaykamp and Nieuw-
beerta 2000). The C ld War generati n, which succeeded in ec n mically adapting, pr ved 
t  be m re capable  f adjusting t  the recently established dem cratic system and expres-
sing greater satisfacti n with dem cracy (Neund rf 2010). The ec n mic winners in the 
p st-s cialist era are, in particular, m re in alignment with the dem cratic transiti n and 
express satisfacti n with the dem cratic regime (Tucker, Pacek, and Berinsky 2002). 

Furtherm re, acc rding t  a study  n the legacies  f c mmunism by P p-Eleches and 
Tucker (2017b), childh  d exp sure t  c mmunist ide l gy has a signifcant p sitive 
impact  n an individual’s capacity t  resist the c mmunist regime. Individuals wh  
were exp sed t  c mmunism during their f rmative years dem nstrate a greater capacity 
t  resist the ad pti n  f c mmunist ide l gy than th se wh  were exp sed t  the c m-
munist regime during adulth  d. In c ntrast, exp sure t  c mmunism during adulth  d 
is ass ciated with a greater tendency t  identify with the c mmunist regime and, as 
adults, may be m re likely t  ad pt its values t  navigate their daily lives. 

Childh  d exp sure appears t  be an imp rtant fact r in resistance t  regime ind c-
trinati n. Either because the subject  f p litics is uninteresting t  children at this p int  r 
because the regime succeeded in suppressing their interest in p litics and the ability t  
 pp se the regime in adult life. Childh  d and adult exp sure t  s cialism still reinf rce 
each  ther and intensify their afliati n with the s cialist regime. The l nger the durati n 
an individual’s exp sure t  s cialism is, the m re pr n unced the likelih  d their p litical 
attitudes and behavi ur will exhibit a dem cratic defcit. The results als  imply that indi-
viduals tend t  c ns lidate their preferences f r p litical regimes at a later stage in life 
(P p-Eleches and Tucker 2017b). 
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Drawing  n research int  the impact  f p litical events  n p litical s cialisati n, 
t gether with exp sure t  s cialism, I argue that the rev luti nary generati n b rn in 
1981–1990 and the p st-rev luti nary generati n b rn 1990–2001 exhibit l wer 
am unts  f dem cratic defcit in their p litical attitudes and behavi urs than th se 
exp sed t  s cialism f r l nger timeframes. This can frst be attributed t  the efect  f 
childh  d resistance t  ind ctrinati n and exp sure t  s cialism. Sec nd, the rev luti n-
ary generati n was n tably less exp sed t  s cialism in terms  f timeframe than the gen-
erati ns preceding it. Third, c mpared t  the preceding generati ns, the rev luti nary 
and p st-rev luti nary generati ns received liberal civic educati ns and c uld beneft 
fr m extracurricular activities which were n  l nger subject t  the c ntr l  f the aut -
cratic s cialist state. At the same time, generati ns that have been exp sed t  s cialism 
and h ld a p sitive afliati n with radical parties are expected t  exhibit greater dem -
cratic defcits than rev luti nary generati ns. The inclinati n t  supp rt radical parties 
can signify radicalisati n in p litical attitudes as well as p ssible n stalgia f r the 
f rmer regime. Greater dem cratic defcits can be  bserved in l wer levels  f satisfacti n 
with dem cracy and diminished trust in dem cratic instituti ns am ng the generati ns 
exp sed t  the s cialist regime. Additi nally, I examine here the impact  f supp rt f r 
parties in p wer  n p litical trust and satisfacti n as pri r research (Čermák and Stach vá 
2010) suggests it is an imp rtant determinant  f whether individuals perceive their expec-
tati ns as likely t  be met. Based  n this the retical backgr und, I test the f ll wing 
hyp theses: 

Hyp thesis 1: Generati ns exp sed t  s cialism in adulth  d are less trustful t wards g vern-
ment than th se wh  did n t experience s cialism. 

Hyp thesis 2: Supp rt f r radical parties and generati nal s cialisati n during a s cialist 
regime undermines trust in g vernment. 

Hyp thesis 3: Supp rt f r parties in p wer and generati nal s cialisati n after the c llapse  f 
the s cialist regime p sitively infuence trust in g vernment. 

Hyp thesis 4: Generati ns exp sed t  s cialism in adulth  d are less satisfed with p litics 
than th se wh  did n t experience s cialism. 

Hyp thesis 5: Supp rt f r radical parties and generati nal s cialisati n during a s cialist 
regime weakens satisfacti n with p litics. 

Hyp thesis 6: Supp rt f r parties in p wer and generati nal s cialisati n after the c llapse  f 
the s cialist regime p sitively infuence satisfacti n with p litics. 

4. Generati nal and transf rmati n changes after the c llapse  f the 
s cialist regime 

The transiti n fr m s cialism t  p st-s cialism has signifcantly impacted generati nal 
diferences, particularly in terms  f identity f rmati n and s cial m bility. The pr cess 
 f articulating intergenerati nal divisi ns has been intensifed by hist rical events, 
leading t  the emergence  f distinct generati nal identities. A rev luti n, like the 1989 
Velvet Rev luti n in Czech sl vakia, g es bey nd just a change in rulers  r instituti nal 
amendments. It requires deep s cial and cultural transf rmati n, which can  nly be 
achieved by s cialising successive generati ns in the newly established p litical 
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envir nment (Marada 2004). F r a new generati n t  arise, a c mm n hist rical experi-
ence f r a specifc age gr up is necessary. Rec gniti n  f f rmative hist rical events is 
crucial f r understanding their impact  n s cialisati n in the new envir nment (Marada 
2004). 

Cultural and s cial transf rmati n als  includes changes in the p litical and s cial 
 rganisati n  f y uth. P litical instituti ns such as the K ms m l and the Pi neer Organ-
isati n  f the S cialist Y uth Uni n aimed t  play an imp rtant r le in the pr cess  f p l-
itical s cialisati n  f y ung pe ple. They were designed t  instil s cialist n rms and 
pr m te c nf rmity t  the regime. This pr cess was reinf rced by gr up pressure, 
which enc uraged y ung pe ple t  ad pt state-appr ved values and t  create new gen-
erati ns  f s cialist leaders (Hahn 1969). Alth ugh f rmal instituti ns f r y uth p litical 
participati n existed, in practice, y ung pe ple remained largely alienated fr m p litics, 
engaging  nly passively and in a largely symb lic manner, especially in the later stages  f 
the s cialist era (Mar dy 1992; Wallace and K vatcheva 1998). After 1989, instituti ns  f 
p litical s cialisati n diversifed and fragmented. Individualised c nsumpti n and the 
emergence  f subcultures c ntrariwise created a wide range  f new ways  f s cialising 
and embracing p litical identity (Wallace and K vatcheva 1998). 

5. C nceptualisati n 

5.1. Tru t 

“P litical trust is characterized as a typical expressi n  f difuse supp rt” (East n 1975, 
447). It is a “necessary prec nditi n f r dem cratic rule” (van der Meer 2017, 1) and a 
“creat r  f c llective p wer” (Gams n 1968, 42), a prec nditi n f r liberal dem cracy, 
but  ne that cann t be unc nditi nal. Trust can be underst  d as c nfdence in the p l-
itical capacity t  act in the best interests  f individuals while at the same time h lding 
acc untable the behavi ur  f p litical act rs and instituti ns (van der Meer 2017). 

Trust is als  a central theme and c ncept in this analysis. The study’s data c nsists 
 f inf rmati n that specifcally addresses trust in g vernment, with the interviewees 
asked t  “please say  ow muc  you trust t e Czec  government on a four-level scale 
from ‘I do not trust t e Czec  government at all’ to ‘I fully trust t e Czec  government’”. 
Trust is crucial f r the legitimacy  f g vernance and law enf rcement. G vernment 
plays a vital p litical r le in  verseeing state budgets and pr viding citizens necessary 
public g  ds and services. It is essential f r citizens t  supp rt these functi ns thr ugh 
taxati n, c mpliance and the facilitati n  f ref rms (OECD 2024). The relati nship 
between citizens and g vernment is  ften viewed as a s cial c ntract, and trust in 
g vernment is fundamental t  uph lding it and ensuring that mutual  bligati ns 
are met. 

In p st-s cialist Eur pe, trust in p litical instituti ns is generally l wer than in Western 
Eur pe (B da and Medve-Bálint 2014; Mishler and R se 1997; Muringani, Fitjar, and R drí-
guez-P se 2024). Am ng p st-s cialist c untries, y uth in the Baltic states exhibit higher 
and m re stable levels  f p litical trust c mpared t  their c unterparts in the Visegrád 
c untries. Only 11%  f individuals under 30 in the Visegrád regi n fully trust the g vern-
ment, whereas this pr p rti n rises t  27% in the Baltic states (Harring et al. 2023, 53). 
Overall, y unger c h rts in p st-s cialist c untries tend t  h ld a m re fav urable 
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percepti n  f dem cratic functi ning. Th se wh  were children  r y ung adults at the 
time  f the Ir n Curtain’s c llapse express greater satisfacti n with dem cracy than 
 lder generati ns. When c mparing p st-s cialist c untries, y ung pe ple in P land, Sl -
vakia and Czechia rep rt higher levels  f satisfacti n with dem cracy relative t  their 
c unterparts in  ther p st-s cialist c untries (Pew Research Center 2009, 32). 

Trust in the Czech g vernment ev lved dynamically, refecting shifts in public expec-
tati ns and p litical devel pments. F ll wing the fall  f the Ir n Curtain, there was a 
“h neym  n peri d” characterised by high public trust in the newly established dem c-
racy, with 77.9%  f Czechs expressing trust in their g vernment. H wever, this trust 
declined t  57.2% in 1995 and dr pped further t  27.1% by 2000. This d wnward 
trend in p litical trust can be attributed t  br ader shifts in the public percepti ns  f p li-
tics, largely infuenced by p litical scandals and c rrupti n incidents that emerged 
ar und the turn  f the millennium (Linek 2010). Since 2005, h wever, c nfdence has 
been  n the rise again, with 34.2% in 2005, 70.9% in 2010, 47% in 2015 and 45.9% in 
2020 (Centrum pr  výzkum veřejnéh  mínění 2025), signalling a stabilising trend. 
Czechia  fers an interesting case study  f the c mplex dynamics  f trust in p litics 
that ar se in several p st-s cialist c untries. 

5.2. Sati faction with politic  

The meth ds used by sch lars t  study satisfacti n with p litics have been inc nsistent. 
There are diferent appr aches t  understanding p litical satisfacti n and inc nsistencies 
am ng the c nceptualisati ns being used (Singh and Mayne 2023). In general, there are 
tw  c nceptual strands: t e literal appr ach describes the attitude-based measurement  f 
dem cratic quality in which resp ndents rate the regime’s quality, whereas t e encom-
passing appr ach captures resp ndents’ percepti ns  f the daily functi ning  f p litics 
(Singh and Mayne 2023). Recently, the enc mpassing appr ach has been used m re fre-
quently. S me studies d  n t even distinguish between p litical satisfacti n and satisfac-
ti n with dem cracy (Campbell 2015). Satisfacti n with the p litical situati n can als  be 
referred t  as p litical wellbeing, which refects the sum  f satisfacti n with public p licies 
being discussed, implemented  r in efect (van Klaveren, Maassen van den Brink, and Van 
Praag 2004). It can als  be derived as a subset  f life satisfacti n and  perati nalised as a 
mixture  f satisfacti n with dem cracy and satisfacti n with the acti ns  f p litical 
leaders (K r l and Bevelander 2023). Indeed, pri r research has sh wn that y ung 
pe ple wh  rep rt high levels  f life satisfacti n als  tend t  rep rt high satisfacti n 
with dem cracy and the acti ns  f p litical leaders in their c untries (K r l and Bevelan-
der 2023). Furtherm re, y ung pe ple in Western and Central Eur pe tend t  be m re 
satisfed with dem cracy than  lder citizens, and satisfacti n with dem cracy has even 
increased am ng pe ple acr ss Eur pe (Zilinsky 2019). 

Based  n the data used f r this study, the enc mpassing appr ach t  p litical satisfac-
ti n is used, as the resp ndents were asked  n a fve-level scale: “How satisfed are you wit  
t e overall current political situation in Czec ia?” This research examines the level  f satisfac-
ti n am ng citizens with the acti ns  f their p litical leaders during a specifed peri d  f 
time, f cusing  n their p litical wellbeing rather than general satisfacti n with the regime. 

Trust and satisfacti n with p litics are essential indicat rs  f a thriving dem cratic 
system, serving as fundamental prerequisites f r a c untry’s p litical health. These 
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fact rs can signifcantly impact the nature  f the p litical culture within a c untry as well 
as v ter m tivati n t  participate in electi ns. A recipr cal relati nship between trust and 
satisfacti n with p litics has been c nfrmed (Weber, Steinmetz, and Kabst 2017); thus, it 
is essential t  c nsider b th indicat rs in research. 

5.3. Democratic defcit  

Dem cratic defcits are a gr wing c ncern in c ntemp rary dem cracies. They are charac-
terised by a disc nnecti n between citizens and their g vernments, leading t  decreased 
resp nsiveness, legitimacy and trust in p litical instituti ns (Warren 2009). This gap arises 
fr m a c mplex interplay  f fact rs, including rising public expectati ns, negative media 
c verage  f g vernment and the perceived sh rtc mings  f dem cratic systems in 
meeting these expectati ns (N rris 2011). One way t  address dem cratic defcits is t  
f ster greater citizen participati n. When citizens feel emp wered t  engage with the p l-
itical pr cess, g vernments have an  pp rtunity t  be m re resp nsive and the legiti-
macy  f the system can be strengthened (Nabatchi 2010; Warren 2009). These defcits 
can manifest as a sense  f disc nnecti n fr m dem cratic instituti ns and a lack  f 
infuence  ver p litical decisi ns. Citizens feel unable t  utilise available channels t  
h ld the g vernment, municipalities  r p litical parties acc untable (N rris 2011). Tack-
ling dem cratic defcits is crucial f r maintaining active citizenship, efective g vernance 
and the  ng ing health  f dem cratic pr cedures. 

5.4. Generation  

Based  n Strauss and H we (1991), I distinguish between the f ll wing fve generati ns: the 
Silent Generati n (b rn 1925–1945), the baby b  mers (b rn 1946–1964) and Generati n X 
(b rn 1965–1980). In Czechia, the part  f Generati n X b rn in the 1970s is als  called “Husák’s 
Children”. Husák was the president  f Czech sl vakia in the 1970s, and this era  f n rmalisa-
ti n was typical  f its baby b  m. The sample als  includes Generati n Y  r s -called millen-
nials (b rn 1981–1995) and the early part  f Generati n Z (1995–2001). Given the aim  f this 
research is t  examine the impact the fall  f the s cialist regime had  n p litical s cialisati n, I 
categ rise these last tw  generati ns int  distinct gr ups: the “rev luti nary generati n”, 
c mprising individuals b rn between 1981 and 1990, and the “p st-rev luti nary gener-
ati n”, enc mpassing th se b rn between 1991 and 2001. The rev luti nary generati n is 
the frst c h rt largely unf rmed by s cialist p litical s cialisati n, with minimal childh  d 
exp sure t  s cialism. Research suggests that early exp sure f sters resistance t  regime 
ind ctrinati n, whereas exp sure in adulth  d makes it much harder t  resist (P p-Eleches 
and Tucker 2017b). Their p litical s cialisati n t  k place during the p st-1989 liberalisati n, 
making them the frst generati n free  f s cialist ide l gical c nstraints. The “p st-rev luti n-
ary generati n” is  ne with n  direct exp sure t  s cialism. 

6. Data and meth ds 

The data c llecti n “Naše sp lečn st” (Our S ciety)  f the Czech Public Opini n Research 
Centre (CVVM) between January 2010 and December 2019 (Tabery et al. 2010) was used 
f r the purp ses  f this research. The data was c llected alm st  n a m nthly basis 
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appr ximately 10 times a year; theref re, the time p ints  f the used data are m nths 
c mbined fr m this time peri d int  a single dataset. The gathering  f data did n t 
cease after December 2019; h wever, I  pted n t t  c nsider the impact  f the pandemic 
 n public trust in g vernment and satisfacti n with the p litical situati n due t  the “rally 
ar und the fag” phen men n. This refers t  fact rs that lead t  an increase in leaders’ 
appr val ratings, which falls  utside the sc pe  f this research. Nevertheless, this is a 
very intriguing and signifcant aspect  f the t pic that warrants further expl rati n. 

The  bjective  f this study is t  investigate the l ng-term patterns  f generati nal vari-
ati ns in trust levels t wards the g vernment and  verall satisfacti n with the p litical 
situati n. The analysis t  k int  acc unt the time fact r, using the year in which each 
case was c llected as a c ntr l variable in the linear regressi n analysis. 

The dem graphic characteristics  f gender, educati n, age and regi n in Czechia were 
refected in the sample parameters. The sample is representative because its c mp siti n 
aligns with the p pulati n, all wing f r min r deviati ns. Trained interviewers gathered 
the data using a standard interview f rmat. The data are cr ss-secti nal and n t weighted 
(Tabery et al. 2010). They are restricted in terms  f ethnic and cultural variati ns. Due t  
this limitati n, I was unable t  assess the dem cratic defcits between the cultural, ethnic 
and nati nal subgr ups in Czechia. 

6.1. Data period  election 

When examining trust and satisfacti n with p litics, it is crucial t  c nsider the c ntextual 
backdr p  f p litical disc urse, prevailing ec n mic c nditi ns and events that c incide 
with data gathering. Such c ntextual fact rs signifcantly shape and infuence individuals’ 
perspectives and attitudes, and their interpretati n is essential t  a c mprehensive analysis. 
The selected time span f r the study, enc mpassing the years 2010 t  2019, h lds interest 
due t  its s ci p litical and ec n mic c ntext within Czechia. F ll wing the 2008 gl bal 
fnancial crisis, Czech s ciety faced a series  f ec n mic challenges. During this peri d, 
v ters held heightened expectati ns  f the g vernment’s r le in ensuring fnancial stability 
after the crisis. M re ver, the latter part  f the decade witnessed r bust ec n mic gr wth, 
which was disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020. T  acc unt f r this dynamic, 
my analysis inc rp rates a subjective evaluati n  f Czechia’s ec n mic situati n as a c n-
tr lling variable in the linear regressi n analysis. There is a p sitive relati nship between 
trust in p litical instituti ns and ec n mic gr wth. H wever, trust in p litical instituti ns 
tends t  diminish during ec n mic crises (S biech 2016). This peri d, characterised by sub-
stantial ec n mic gr wth in its sec nd half, pr vides an ideal c ntext f r studying the gen-
erati nal gap in p litical attitudes in Czechia. By analysing generati nal diferences in trust 
and p litical satisfacti n during a peri d  f ec n mic expansi n, this study aims t  c ntrib-
ute t  the br ader the retical debate  n the relati nship between ec n mic pr sperity 
and the p litical attitudes  f vari us generati ns. 

Furtherm re, it is essential t  ackn wledge the p litical challenges  f the era in 
additi n t  the ec n mic  nes. Czechia underwent leadership changes during the 
specifed peri d, marked by shifts in g vernment c aliti ns. These transiti ns had the 
p tential t  signifcantly infuence trust and satisfacti n dynamics. N tably, s me  f 
these leadership changes were perceived as unstable  r inefective, further w rsening 
public trust in p litical instituti ns. Additi nally, the c untry faced a number  f p litical 
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scandals, which likely c ntributed t  fuctuati ns in trust levels, especially due t  incidents 
such as c rrupti n allegati ns  r the misuse  f public funds. Fr m 2010 t  2019, tw  care-
taker g vernments were f rmed as a result  f p litical crises that emerged f ll wing a 
series  f p litical scandals. Caretaker g vernments typically achieve greater p pularity 
and trust  wing t  their lack  f strict ide l gical defniti ns and the percepti n that 
they are kn wledgeable experts wh  make well-inf rmed decisi ns in their respective 
felds (Hanley 2018). Nevertheless, the legitimacy  f these caretaker g vernments raises 
d ubts (Hl ušek and K peček 2014). 

The frst “caretaker g vernment” ruled in the studied peri d fr m May 2009 t  July 2010, 
with Jan Fischer in the p siti n  f prime minister. The next c aliti n g vernment, led by Petr 
Nečas, was in p wer fr m 2010 t  2013 and was characterised by liberal market p licies and 
c nservative p litical beliefs. The c aliti n c nsisted  f the Civic Dem cratic Party (ODS), 
TOP 09 and Public Afairs (Hanley 2012). The g vernment diss lved with a series  f p litical 
scandals and c rrupti n accusati ns which afected v ters’ p litical trust at that time. T  
res lve this p litical crisis, a new caretaker g vernment was established under Prime Minister 
Jiří Rusn k, wh  served fr m July 2013 t  January 2014. 

In 2014, a new c aliti n g vernment fr m the  ther side  f the p litical spectrum 
was elected. This central-left c aliti n c nsisted  f the Czech S cial Dem cratic 
Party (ČSSD), the Acti n  f Dissatisfed Citizens 2011 (ANO) and the Christian and 
Dem cratic Uni n – Czech sl vak Pe ple’s Party (KDU-ČSL). Ruling until 2017, 
higher public expenditure running parallel t  ec n mic gr wth was a typical charac-
teristic  f its p litics. The g vernment faced multiple allegati ns  f misusing public 
funds, and the minister  f fnance at that time, Andrej Babiš, was accused  f media 
capture (Hanley and Vachud va 2018). 

F ll wing the parliamentary electi ns in Oct ber 2017, ANO w n but, at frst, failed t  
secure a v te  f c nfdence. In a sec nd attempt t  secure a v te  f c nfdence, a min rity 
g vernment was f rmed c mprising ANO and ČSSD with the tacit backing  f the C mmu-
nist Party  f B hemia and M ravia (KSČM). F r the frst time since 1989, the KSČM held 
bargaining p wer in parliament, despite achieving its l west elect ral result at the time 
– 7.76%  f the v te (Czech Statistical Ofce 2017). 

6.2. Selection and coding of the variable  

I c ded and then analysed the dataset as f ll ws: the dependent variable is an  rdinal 
variable measuring trust in g vernment, where the l west level, “n  trust in g vernment”, 
was c ded as 1 and the highest level, “full trust in g vernment”, was c ded 4. In the 
sec nd set  f linear regressi n m delling, the dependent variable was an  rdinal variable 
 f satisfacti n with the p litical situati n  n a 5-p int scale fr m “n t at all satisfed” (1) t  
“fully satisfed” (5) with the p litical situati n. 

The independent variable in all m dels is a categ rical variable  f generati ns. T  
present interacti n terms in a hierarchical manner and t  is late their efects, I present 
10 diferent m dels: with n  interacti ns (m dels 1, 6), with separate interacti ns  f gen-
erati ns and gender (m dels 2, 7), supp rt  f radical parties (m dels 3, 8), supp rt  f g v-
erning parties (m dels 4, 9) and with all interacti ns in  ne m del (m dels 5, 10). An 
 verview  f the variables is pr vided in Tables 1–3, while the results  f all linear regressi n 
m dels are presented in Tables 4–7. 
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Ta le 1. Univariate statistics of the variables in models 1–5. 
Variable Obs. Mean Std. dev. Min Max 
No trust in Government (1) – Full trust in Government (4) 76,253 2.156.269 0.8528482 1 4 
No satisfaction with Politics (1) – Fully satisfed with Politics (5) 75,043 2.381.848 0.9907568 1 5 
Generations 
Silent Generation 87,042 0.0953218 0.2936606 0 1 
Baby boomers 87,042 0.3206038 0.4667114 0 1 
Generation X 87,042 0.2843455 0.4511047 0 1 
Revolutionary  en. 87,042 0.1782243 0.3827037 0 1 
Post-revolutionary  en. 87,042 0.1215046 0.3267146 0 1 
Radical Party 
0 53,532 0.8372189 0.3691693 0 1 
1 53,532 0.1627811 0.3691693 0 1 
Left (0) – Ri ht (1) Political orientation 80,015 0.5052365 0.2402519 0 1 
Years of education 97,764 0.4739543 0.3198894 0 1 
Female 
0 87,749 0.4864329 0.4998187 0 1 
1 87,749 0.5135671 0.4998187 0 1 
A e 87,545 0.3706634 0.2119255 0 1 
Evaluation of the economic situation in Czechia 76,968 0.4377923 0.2501257 0 1 
Governin  Parties 
Opposition party 53,532 0.5304491 0.4990767 0 1 
Governin  party 53,532 0.4695509 0.4990767 0 1 
Year of the survey 98,159 2014.38 284.503 2010 2019 

Ta le 2. Mean estimation of trust in Government (no trust in  overnment (1) – full trust in 
 overnment (4)) across the  enerations. 
Generations Observations Mean – trust in  overnment Std. dev. Min Max 
Silent Gen 7457 2.105807 0.8855903 0 4 
Baby boomers 24621 2.14049 0.8696303 0 4 
Gen X 21694 2.145847 0.8421364 0 4 
Revolutionary 13402 2.163558 0.8349093 0 4 
Post-revolution. 8477 2.249381 0.8205427 0 4 

Ta le 3. Mean estimation of satisfaction with politics (not satisfed (1) – fully satisfed (5) with political 
situation) across the  enerations. 
Generations Observations Mean – satisfaction with politics Std. dev. Min Max 
Silent Gen 6960 2.16092 0.9627171 0 5 
Baby boomers 24356 2.287404 0.9903699 0 5 
Gen X 21357 2.391581 0.992343 0 5 
Revolutionary 13299 2.467479 0.9764363 0 5 
Post-revolution. 8464 2.648393 0.9487405 0 5 

In all ten m dels, I als  c ntr l f r the resp ndents’ p litical  rientati n  n the left-
right spectrum, their subjective evaluati n  f the ec n mic situati n in Czechia at that 
time, years  f educati n, age and the year in which the data were c llected. T  facilitate 
easier interpretati n  f the regressi n results, the variables  f p litical  rientati n, years  f 
educati n, age and evaluati n  f the ec n mic situati n were treated as c ntinu us vari-
ables and rescaled t  a 0–1 range using min–max n rmalisati n t  standardise the scales. 
Gender, radical parties and g verning parties are dummy variables. 

I rec ded variables  f “radical parties” and “g verning party” fr m a variable that 
answered the questi n: “If you went to t e polls next week, w ic  party would you vote 



350 L. BOHDALOVÁ 

Ta le 4. Results of linear re ression trust in  overnment. 
Model 1 with no Model 2 Interaction Model 3 Interaction Model 4 Interaction 

VARIABLES interaction term Term Female Term Radical Parties Term Governin  Parties 
Baby boomers 0.014 0.048** 0.015 0.007 

(0.017) (0.021) (0.019) (0.020) 
Generation X 0.025 0.062* 0.021 0.023 

(0.029) (0.032) (0.030) (0.031) 
Revolutionary 0.075* 0.100** 0.071* 0.080** 
 eneration 

(0.039) (0.042) (0.040) (0.041) 
Post-revolutionary 0.138*** 0.137*** 0.137*** 0.166*** 
 eneration 

(0.047) (0.050) (0.048) (0.049) 
Female 0.030*** 0.084*** 0.030*** 0.030*** 

(0.007) (0.022) (0.007) (0.007) 
Baby boomers # −0.068*** 
Female 

(0.025) 
Generation X # Female −0.073*** 

(0.026) 
Revolutionary  en. # −0.053* 
Female 

(0.028) 
Post-revolutionary  en. 0.002 
# Female 

(0.034) 
Radical party = 1 −0.026** −0.026** −0.038 −0.024** 

(0.011) (0.011) (0.024) (0.011) 
Left (0) – ri ht (1) 0.072*** 0.072*** 0.070*** 0.072*** 
political orientation 

(0.016) (0.016) (0.016) (0.016) 
Years of education −0.030** −0.029** −0.029** −0.030** 

(0.012) (0.012) (0.012) (0.012) 
A e 0.233*** 0.229*** 0.240*** 0.236*** 

(0.067) (0.067) (0.067) (0.067) 
Evaluation of the 1.125*** 1.125*** 1.126*** 1.125*** 
economic situation 

(0.017) (0.017) (0.017) (0.017) 
Governin  party = 1 0.527*** 0.527*** 0.528*** 0.524*** 

(0.008) (0.008) (0.008) (0.024) 
Survey year 0.009*** 0.009*** 0.009*** 0.008*** 

(0.002) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002) 
Baby boomers # radical −0.006 
party 

(0.028) 
Gen X # radical party 0.038 

(0.032) 
Revolutionary  en. # 0.055 
radical party 

(0.039) 
Post-revolutionary  en. 0.029 
# radical party 

(0.055) 
Baby boomers #  ov. 0.018 
party 

(0.026) 
Gen X #  ov. party 0.010 

(0.027) 
Revolutionary  en. # −0.005 
 ov. party 

(0.029) 
Post-revolutionary  en. −0.061* 
#  ov. party 

(0.036) 

(Continu d ) 
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Ta le 4. Continued. 

VARIABLES 
Model 1 with no 
interaction term 

Model 2 Interaction 
Term Female 

Model 3 Interaction 
Term Radical Parties 

Model 4 Interaction 
Term Governin  Parties 

Constant −16.099*** 
−3.272 

−16.287*** 
−3.273 

−15.840*** 
−3.274 

−15.251*** 
−3.307 

Observations 
R-squared 
Adjusted R-squared 

39,746 
0.273 
0.273 

39,746 
0.273 
0.273 

39,746 
0.273 
0.273 

39,746 
0.273 
0.273 

Standard errors in parentheses 
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1 

for?” The “radical parties” variable was c ded as the inclinati n t  supp rt KSČM, Dawn 
(Úsvit), Freed m and Direct Dem cracy (SPD)  r Tric l ur (Trik l ra). This d es n t 
imply that these were the  nly radical parties that emerged in the Czech p litical land-
scape between 2010 and 2019. Rather, this appr ach c ncentrates  n relevant radical p l-
itical parties in the Czech p litical party system which are anti-gl balist and anti-
immigrati n and m bilise their supp rters by expressing c ncerns ab ut Eur pean inte-
grati n and cultural liberalism (Lach et al. 2010). They end rse ideas  f nati nalism, exclu-
si nism, welfare chauvinism and traditi nal ethics, and they  ften express xen ph bic 
views (Kriesi and Schulte-Cl  s 2020; Mudde 2007). Additi nally, as an arbitrary thresh ld, 
I have included  nly th se radical parties that  btained at least 1.5%  f the v te in par-
liamentary  r senate electi ns between 2010 and 2020. This is because individuals with 
l w p litical trust are m re inclined t  supp rt radical and pr test parties (H  ghe and 
Dass nneville 2018). 

The categ rical variable “g verning party” was c ded based  n the parties that resp n-
dents w uld v te f r if they went t  the p lls next week and whether the party was in 
g vernment at the time  f the survey. The c nsidered parties include ČSSD, ODS, 
KSČM, KDU-ČSL, the Green Party, TOP 09, Public Afairs, the Party  f Civic Rights 
(SPOZ), ANO 2011, the Pirates, the Party  f Free Citizens (Sv b dní), SPD, Dawn, STAN 
and Tric l ur. 

6.3. Mea uring tru t 

T  measure trust, I used trust levels in g vernment in the 2010–2019 peri d. T  test 
hyp theses 1–3, trust in g vernment was used as the dependent variable in the linear 
regressi n m dels. T  present the results  f the hyp thesis testing, I used marginal 
pl ts with predictive margins (see Figures 1–5). Table 2 presents the average levels  f 
trust in the g vernment in Czechia f r each generati n. 

6.4. Mea uring  ati faction 

T  measure satisfacti n with the p litical situati n in Czechia, I used an  rdinal variable  f 
satisfacti n with the p litical situati n  n a scale fr m 1 (n t satisfed) t  5 (very satisfed). 
The satisfacti n variable was then used as a dependent variable in the linear regressi n 
m dels. I used marginal pl ts with predictive margins, as sh wn in Figures 6–10, t  
present the results  f the hyp thesis tests. Table 3 presents the average levels  f satisfac-
ti n with the p litical situati n in Czechia f r each generati n. 
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Ta le 5. Results of linear re ression Trust in  overnment with all interaction terms. 
VARIABLES Model 5 – All interaction terms 
Baby boomers 0.041 

(0.027) 
Generation X 0.047 

(0.036) 
Revolutionary  eneration 0.095** 

(0.045) 
Post-revolutionary  eneration 0.160*** 

(0.053) 
Female 0.084*** 

(0.022) 
Baby boomers # female −0.068*** 

Generation X # female 
(0.025) 
−0.072*** 
(0.026) 

Revolutionary  en. # female −0.052* 
(0.028) 

Post-revolutionary  en. # female 0.006 
(0.034) 

Radical party = 1 −0.039 

Baby boomers # radical party 
(0.026) 
−0.002 
(0.030) 

Gen X # radical party 0.044 
(0.034) 

Revolutionary  en. # radical party 0.055 
(0.041) 

Post-revolutionary  en. # radical party 0.014 
(0.057) 

Governin  party = 1 0.518*** 
(0.025) 

Baby boomers #  overnin  party 0.020 
(0.028) 

Gen X #  overnin  party 0.022 
(0.029) 

Revolutionary  en. #  overnin  party 0.006 

Post-revolutionary  en. #  overnin  party 
(0.031) 
−0.057 
(0.037) 

Left (0) – ri ht (1) political orientation 0.070*** 

Years of education 
(0.016) 
−0.029** 
(0.012) 

A e 0.237*** 
(0.067) 

Evaluation of the economic situation 1.125*** 
(0.017) 

Survey year 0.008*** 

Constant 
(0.002) 
−15.452*** 
(3.307) 

Observations 39,746 
R-squared 0.274 
Adjusted R-squared 0.273 
Standard errors in parentheses 
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1 
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Ta le 6. Results of linear re ression satisfaction with politics. 
Model 7 with Model 8 with Model 9 with 

Model 6 without interaction term interaction term interaction term 
VARIABLES interaction term female radical parties  overnin  parties 
Baby boomers 0.015 0.041 0.020 0.002 

(0.021) (0.026) (0.023) (0.025) 
Generation X 0.056 0.091** 0.053 0.029 

(0.035) (0.039) (0.037) (0.038) 
Revolutionary 0.088* 0.121** 0.093* 0.045 
 eneration 

(0.047) (0.050) (0.048) (0.050) 
Post-revolutionary 0.154*** 0.149** 0.157*** 0.136** 
 eneration 

(0.056) (0.060) (0.057) (0.059) 
Female 0.051*** 0.100*** 0.051*** 0.051*** 

(0.009) (0.027) (0.009) (0.009) 
Baby boomers # female −0.051* 

Generation X # female 
(0.031) 

−0.070** 
(0.032) 

Revolutionary  en. # −0.068** 
female 

(0.034) 
Post-revolutionary  en. 0.012 
# female 

Radical party = 1 −0.033** 
(0.040) 

−0.033** −0.031 −0.037*** 
(0.013) (0.013) (0.030) (0.014) 

Left (0) – ri ht (1) 0.054*** 0.053*** 0.053*** 0.054*** 
political orientation 

(0.019) (0.019) (0.019) (0.019) 
Years of education −0.102*** −0.102*** −0.102*** −0.103*** 

(0.014) (0.015) (0.014) (0.014) 
A e −0.050 −0.053 −0.045 −0.050 

(0.080) (0.080) (0.080) (0.080) 
Evaluation of the 1.950*** 1.949*** 1.950*** 1.949*** 
economic situation 

(0.020) (0.020) (0.020) (0.020) 
Governin  party = 1 0.394*** 0.394*** 0.395*** 0.346*** 

(0.009) (0.009) (0.009) (0.028) 
Survey year −0.005** −0.005** −0.005** −0.004** 

Baby boomers # radical 
(0.002) (0.002) (0.002) 

−0.019 
(0.002) 

party 
(0.034) 

Gen X # radical party 0.043 
(0.038) 

Revolutionary  en. # −0.029 
radical party 

(0.048) 
Post-revolutionary  en. 0.000 
# radical party 

(0.062) 
Baby boomers # 0.031 
 overnin  party 

(0.031) 
Gen X #  overnin  0.057* 
party 

(0.032) 
Revolutionary  en. # 0.092*** 
 overnin  party 

(0.035) 
Post-revolutionary  en. 0.035 
#  overnin  party 

(0.042) 

(Continu d ) 
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Ta le 6. Continued. 

VARIABLES 
Model 6 without 
interaction term 

Model 7 with 
interaction term 

female 

Model 8 with 
interaction term 
radical parties 

Model 9 with 
interaction term 
 overnin  parties 

Constant 11.353*** 
−3.977 

11.217*** 
−3.978 

11.460*** 
−3.979 

10.057** 
−4.013 

Observations 
R-squared 
Adjusted R-squared 

39,09 
0.298 
0.298 

39,09 
0.298 
0.298 

39,09 
0.298 
0.298 

39,09 
0.298 
0.298 

Standard errors in parentheses 
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1 

7. Results 

7.1. Tru t in government in Czechia 
Hyp thesis 1: Generati ns exp sed t  s cialism in adulth  d are less trustful t wards g vern-
ment than th se that did n t experience s cialism. 

Supp rting Hyp thesis 1, we can c nfrm that the generati ns exp sed t  s cialism 
during adulth  d are less trustful  f the g vernment than th se n t exp sed t  s cialism 
(Figure 1). Bel nging t  the rev luti nary generati n is ass ciated with a 0.095 increase 
(SD = 0.045; p < 0.05) in the pr bability  f trusting the g vernment  n a scale ranging 
fr m 1 (n  trust) t  4 (full trust) c mpared t  the Silent Generati n, which serves as the 
reference categ ry (M del 5). Bel nging t  the p st-rev luti nary generati n increases 
the pr bability  f trusting the g vernment by 0.160 (SD = 0.053; p<0.01) c mpared t  
the Silent Generati n as a reference categ ry (M del 5). 

The inclinati n t  v te f r radical parties (β = −0.026; SD = 0.011; p<0.05) and years  f 
educati n (β = −0.030; SD = 0.012; p<0.05) was negatively ass ciated with trust in the 
g vernment. Age (β = 0.233; SD = 0.067; p<0.01) is p sitively ass ciated with trust in 
the g vernment. As the evaluati n  f the Czech ec n mic situati n bec mes m re 
fav urable  n a scale fr m 0 (very bad) t  1 (really g  d), trust in g vernment increases 
by 1.125 (SD = 0.017; p<0.01). 

C nsidering the devel pment  f trust in g vernment  ver the past decade acr ss 
diferent generati ns, it sh uld be n ted that the disparities between generati ns 
have remained c nsistent thr ugh ut the entire peri d under review (Figure 2). 
Nevertheless, an increase in trust in the g vernment has been  bserved acr ss all 
generati ns, which is c nsistent with the n ti n that ec n mic gr wth strengthens p l-
itical trust, as we  bserved in the Czech ec n my fr m 2014 t  2019 (Czech Statistical 
Ofce 2024). 

The c mparis n  f trust between w men and men was statistically signifcant acr ss 
all m dels tested. C nsistent with pri r research (Čermák and Stach vá 2010; Sch  n 
and Cheng 2011), w men trust g vernment m re than men acr ss all generati ns 
(Figure 3). In M del 2, being female increases the pr bability  f trusting the g vernment 
by 0.084 (SD = 0.022; p<0.01), c mpared t  men. A w man bel nging t  the p st-rev lu-
ti nary c h rt typically assessed her level  f trust in g vernment using a scale ranging 
fr m 1 (n  trust) t  4 (full trust), with a predicted value  f 2.35. A man bel nging t  
the baby b  mer c h rt typically assessed his level  f trust in g vernment with a pre-
dicted value  f 2.17. 



355 EAST EUROPEAN POLITICS 

Ta le 7. Results of linear re ression Satisfaction with politics – all interaction terms. 
VARIABLES Model 10 – all interaction terms 
Baby boomers 0.030 

(0.035) 
Generation X 0.046 

(0.045) 
Revolutionary  eneration 0.075 

(0.055) 
Post-revolutionary  eneration 0.128** 

(0.064) 
Female 0.100*** 

(0.027) 
Baby boomers # female −0.052* 

Generation X # female 
(0.031) 
−0.069** 
(0.032) 

Revolutionary  en. # female −0.069** 
(0.034) 

Post-revolutionary  en. # female 0.013 
(0.041) 

Radical party = 1 −0.053 

Baby boomers # radical party 
(0.033) 
−0.009 
(0.037) 

Gen X # radical party 0.074* 
(0.041) 

Revolutionary  en. # radical party 0.012 
(0.051) 

Post-revolutionary  en. # radical party 0.021 
(0.064) 

Governin  party = 1 0.339*** 
(0.031) 

Baby boomers #  overnin  party 0.031 
(0.034) 

Gen X #  overnin  party 0.077** 
(0.035) 

Revolutionary  en. #  overnin  party 0.099*** 
(0.038) 

Post-revolutionary  en. #  overnin  party 0.039 
(0.044) 

Left (0) – ri ht (1) political orientation 0.053*** 

Years of education 
(0.019) 
−0.102*** 
(0.015) 

A e −0.047 
(0.080) 

Evaluation of the economic situation 1.949*** 
(0.020) 

Survey year −0.004** 
(0.002) 

Constant 9.873** 
(4.013) 

Observations 39,090 
R-squared 0.299 
Adjusted R-squared 0.298 
Standard errors in parentheses 
*** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1 

Hyp thesis 2: Supp rt f r radical parties and generati nal s cialisati n during a s cialist 
regime undermines trust in g vernment. 

Hyp thesis 2 must be rejected. While the results  f M del 1 indicate a negative relati n-
ship between trust in g vernment and the inclinati n t  v te f r radical parties (β = 
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Figure 1. Trust in Government (Predictive Mar ins with 95% Cls). 

Figure 2. Trust in Government 2010–2019 (Predictive Mar ins with 95% Cls). 
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Figure 3. Trust in Government (Predictive Mar ins with 95% Cls). 

Figure 4. Trust in Government (Predictive Mar ins with 95% Cls). 
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Figure 5. Trust in Government (Predictive Mar ins with 95% Cls). 

Figure 6. Satisfaction with Politics (Predictive Mar ins with 95% Cls). 
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Figure 7. Satisfaction with Politics 2010–2019 (Predictive Mar ins with 95% Cls). 

Figure 8. Satisfaction with Politics (Predictive Mar ins with 95% Cls). 
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Figure 9. Satisfaction with Politics (Predictive Mar ins with 95% Cls). 

Figure 10. Satisfaction with Politics (Predictive Mar ins with 95% Cls). 
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−0.026; SD = 0.011; p<0.05), the fndings in M del 3 with interacti n between gener-
ati ns and radical parties are n t statistically signifcant. We can c nclude that 
members  f the Silent Generati n and baby b  mers wh  d  n t prefer radical parties 
exhibit higher levels  f trust in g vernment c mpared t  their c unterparts within the 
same c h rts wh  d  supp rt these radical parties. H wever, fr m Generati n X 
 nward, n  signifcant diferences in trust are  bserved between individuals wh  prefer 
radical parties and th se wh  d  n t (Figure 4). 

Hyp thesis 3: Supp rt f r parties in p wer and generati nal s cialisati n after the c llapse  f 
the s cialist regime p sitively infuence trust in g vernment. 

We can c nfrm Hyp thesis 3. The intenti n t  v te f r the party in p wer serves as a 
str ng predict r  f higher trust in g vernment acr ss generati ns. Supp rting the 
party in p wer is ass ciated with an increase in trust in g vernment by 0.524  n a 1–4 
scale (SD = 0.024; p < 0.01). The predicted value  f trust in g vernment am ng baby 
b  mers wh  supp rt an  pp siti n party is 1.93, c mpared t  2.48 f r baby b  mers 
wh  w uld v te f r a party in p wer,  n a scale ranging fr m 1 (n  trust) t  4 (full 
trust). C mparably, the predicted value f r the p st-rev luti nary c h rt is 2.10 f r 
th se v ting f r the  pp siti n and 2.56 f r th se supp rting the party in p wer 
(Figure 5). Am ng all generati ns, members  f the p st-rev luti nary generati n wh  
supp rt the party in p wer express the highest predicted level  f trust in g vernment. 
These fndings suggest that alignment with the party in p wer remains a key driver  f p l-
itical trust and reinf rces the infuence  f elect ral preferences  n instituti nal trust. 

7.2. Sati faction with politic  in Czechia 
Hyp thesis 4: Generati ns exp sed t  s cialism in adulth  d are less satisfed with p litics 
than th se wh  did n t experience s cialism. 

We can c nfrm Hyp thesis 4. Generati ns exp sed t  s cialism in adulth  d are less 
satisfed with p litics than th se wh  did n t experience s cialism (Figure 6). Bel nging 
t  the p st-rev luti nary generati n is ass ciated with a 0.128 increase in the pr bability 
 f being satisfed with p litics (SD = 0.064; p < 0.05) c mpared t  the Silent Generati n, 
which serves as the reference categ ry. Educati nal level (β = −0.102; SD = 0.015; 
p<0.01) is negatively ass ciated with p litical satisfacti n. As the assessment  f the 
Czech ec n mic situati n  n a scale fr m 0 (very bad) t  1 (really g  d) bec mes 
m re fav urable, satisfacti n with p litics  n a scale fr m 1 t  5 increases by 1.949 (SD 
= 0.020; p<0.01) (M del 10). C nsidering the devel pment  f p litical satisfacti n  ver 
the past decade acr ss vari us generati ns, disparities between generati ns have per-
sisted thr ugh ut the entire reviewed 2010–2019 peri d (Figure 7) but levels  f satisfac-
ti n stayed stable f r each generati n  ver the decade. The rev luti nary and p st-
rev luti nary generati ns exhibit greater levels  f satisfacti n with the p litical situati n 
in c mparis n t  the generati ns wh  experienced s cialism in adulth  d. This  bser-
vati n is applicable t  b th generati nal and time-series c mparis ns. 

W men acr ss all generati ns (β = 0.100; SD = 0.027; p<0.01) tend t  be m re satisfed 
with the p litical situati n than men (M del 7). A w man bel nging t  the p st-rev lu-
ti nary c h rt assessed her level  f satisfacti n with the p litical situati n using a scale 
ranging fr m 1 (n t satisfed) t  5 (very satisfed), with a predicted value  f 2.66. A man 
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bel nging t  the baby b  mer c h rt typically assessed his level  f satisfacti n with the 
p litical situati n with a predicted value  f 2.43 (Figure 8). 

Hyp thesis 5: Supp rt f r radical parties and generati nal s cialisati n during a s cialist 
regime weakens satisfacti n with p litics. 

Hyp thesis 5 must be rejected. Alth ugh there is a statistically signifcant negative 
relati nship between supp rt f r radical parties and p litical satisfacti n (β = −0.033; 
SD = 0.013; p<0.05), the fndings acr ss m dels 6–10 and the predictive margins remain 
inc nclusive (Figure 9). 

Hyp thesis 6: Supp rt f r parties in p wer and generati nal s cialisati n after the c llapse  f 
the s cialist regime p sitively infuence satisfacti n with p litics. 

Hyp thesis 6 can be c nfrmed. Acr ss generati ns, supp rt f r the party in p wer 
emerges as a r bust indicat r  f increased p litical satisfacti n. Supp rting the party in 
p wer c rrelates with an increase in p litical satisfacti n  f 0.346  n a scale  f 1 (n t 
satisfed) t  5 (very satisfed) (SD = 0.028; p <0.01) (M del 9). Bel nging t  Generati n X 
and supp rting the party in p wer increases the pr bability  f being satisfed with p litics 
by 0.057  n a scale  f 1 (n t satisfed) t  5 (very satisfed) (SD = 0.032; p <0.1), c mpared t  
the Silent Generati n as a reference categ ry. 

Bel nging t  the rev luti nary generati n and supp rting the party in p wer increases 
the pr bability  f being satisfed with p litics by 0.092  n a scale  n a scale  f 1 (n t 
satisfed) t  5 (very satisfed) (SD = 0.035; p <0.01), c mpared t  the Silent Generati n 
as a reference categ ry (M del 9). F r baby b  mers, the predicted value  f satisfacti n 
with p litics is 2.27 f r th se wh  supp rt  pp siti n parties, c mpared t  2.65 f r th se 
wh  supp rt the party in p wer. F r the p st-rev luti nary c h rt, the predicted values 
are 2.40 f r  pp siti n supp rters and 2.79 f r g verning party supp rters (Figure 10). 
Similarly t  trust in g vernment, p st-rev luti nary c h rts wh  supp rt the parties in 
p wer have the highest expected level  f satisfacti n with p litics acr ss all generati ns. 

8. C nclusi n and discussi n 

This c mparative study  f generati ns in Czechia c ntributes t  the understanding  f 
generati nal diferences in trust in and satisfacti n with p litics. It f cuses  n the r le 
 f p litical s cialisati n and the infuence  f p litical events that have shaped the p litical 
attitudes  f the Czech p pulati n. Generati ns wh  were n t exp sed t  s cialism during 
adulth  d were m re trusting and satisfed with p litics than the generati ns exp sed t  
s cialism. This study suggests that early childh  d exp sure t  c mmunism has a c m-
paratively l wer efect  n p litical attitudes  f trust and satisfacti n, whereas adult 
exp sure has the expected efect  n p litical attitudes. 

The study c nfrms previ us research (Pew Research Center 2009; P p-Eleches and 
Tucker 2017b) and sh ws that y unger generati ns in p st-s cialist Eur pe wh  were 
 nly exp sed t  s cialism in their childh  d  r early adulth  d rate their trust in and sat-
isfacti n with p litics higher than  lder generati ns. Generati n X, which was exp sed t  
the s cialist era thr ugh ut their childh  d and y ung adulth  d, expressed, as the data 
analysis sh ws, higher levels  f trust and satisfacti n with p litics than the Silent Gener-
ati n and baby b  mers, wh  spent the maj rity  f their pr ductive years under 



363 EAST EUROPEAN POLITICS 

s cialism. Generati n X was able t  resist regime ind ctrinati n m re successfully than 
their  lder c unterparts and was able t  better identify with the newly established dem -
cratic regime. The rev luti nary generati n, which was exp sed t  s cialism  nly in early 
childh  d, rep rts higher levels  f trust in g vernment and satisfacti n with p litics than 
previ us generati ns in all tests. The data analysis c nfrms P p-Eleches and Tucker’s 
(2017b) research results wherein the l nger the durati n  f time an individual was 
exp sed t  s cialism, the m re pr bable it is that their p litical attitudes and behavi ur 
will display a dem cratic defcit in terms  f trust and satisfacti n with p litics. 

C nsistent with previ us research (Furl ng and Cartmel 2012; Pew Research Center 
2009; Zilinsky 2019), the results dem nstrated that y unger generati ns were m re trust-
ing and m re satisfed with p litics than their  lder predecess rs. As evidenced by the 
results, the rev luti nary and p st-rev luti nary generati ns have a l wer dem cratic 
defcit. We can the rise ab ut the reas ns f r this, but  ne p ssible explanati n is that 
they feel str nger attachment t  dem cratic instituti ns than the  lder generati n wh  
were s cialised under the s cialist regime. Regarding this matter, we c uld argue that 
c nfdence and c ntentment with p litics am ng the y unger p pulati n in Czechia 
pr vide a s lid f undati n f r sustaining active participati n in civic life, successful g v-
ernance and the c ntinuati n  f healthy dem cratic practices. The trends described 
ab ve can be attributed t  civic educati n and extracurricular activities r  ted in dem -
cratic principles that were available and f rwarded t  the rev luti nary and p st-rev lu-
ti nary generati ns during the 1990s and the 2000s. This all wed them t  beneft fr m 
the establishment  f the new regime in c mparis n t  th se wh se educati nal paths 
were signifcantly shaped by the aut cratic regime’s ind ctrinati n. 

Further the rising ab ut the fact rs that c ntribute t  diferences in trust and satisfac-
ti n with p litics am ng generati ns, it is plausible t  argue that the s cialisati n  f the 
rev luti nary and p st-rev luti nary generati ns in the dem cratic system was better 
able t  prepare these generati ns f r life in a dem cratic, liberal and capitalist s ciety. 
The p st-rev luti nary generati n especially is characterised by higher levels  f inter-
nati nal exp sure and educati nal attainment, as well as having benefted fr m Eur pean 
integrati n; m re ver, they are  ften referred t  as digital natives (Parker and Igielnik 
2020). All these aspects can c ntribute t  an increase in trust in g vernment and in sat-
isfacti n with p litics. One c uld argue that the expectati ns placed  n the rev luti nary 
and p st-rev luti nary generati ns have been fulflled, as it seems that dem cratic p li-
tics better refects the demands and expectati ns  f the y unger generati ns. In additi n, 
alth ugh it might be anticipated that y unger generati ns w uld be m re inclined t  par-
ticipate in civil dis bedience than their  lder c unterparts, the results indicate that they 
are m re pr -g vernment than their predecess rs. 

Based  n the retical w rk and previ us research, a p ssible explanati n I  fer f r the 
higher dem cratic defcit am ng the Silent Generati n and baby b  mers in Czechia is 
that it is a result  f their exp sure t  s cialism in adulth  d. H wever, we als  need t  c n-
sider  ther p ssible explanati ns that might infuence the rev luti nary and p st-rev luti n-
ary generati ns t  bec me less trusting  f p litics, less satisfed with p litics in later life and 
m re similar t   lder generati ns. F r example, the devel pment  f  ther seri us p litical 
events c uld have a decisive infuence  n h w y unger generati ns perceive p litics. 
Additi nally, the recurrent experience  f disapp intment and unfulflled expectati ns can 
lead these generati ns t  bec me m re cynical and, c nsequently, ad pt the  pini ns  f 
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previ us generati ns. Their dem cratic defcits might then be similar when c mpared by 
age at diferent time peri ds. It is als  imp rtant t  ackn wledge the limitati ns  f cr ss-sec-
ti nal data in is lating the impact  f hist rical events such as the Velvet Rev luti n. 

Given the l w levels  f trust and satisfacti n with p litics am ng the baby b  mers, 
what are the the retical explanati ns f r these trends? During their f rmative years, 
baby b  mers witnessed s me  f the m st turbulent and divisive events in Czech 
hist ry, such as the Warsaw Pact’s invasi n  f Czech sl vakia in August 1968 and the 
fall  f the Ir n Curtain. They grew up in an era  f n rmalisati n,  ften described as an 
era  f apathy, passivity and escapism, where p litical indiference was c mpensated 
f r by the private pleasures  f c nsumerism. At the height  f their pr ductive lives, 
they had t  adapt t  the newly established dem cratic regime and re rient fr m a 
planned ec n my t  capitalism. All these tumultu us events the retically pr vide 
sufcient reas ns t  be m re disillusi ned with, cynical ab ut  r sceptical  f p litics 
and its leaders, the retically explaining the l wer levels  f trust and satisfacti n with 
p litics. 

C nsidering descriptive p litical representati n, the results  f the study may be sur-
prising because we w uld expect the Silent Generati n and baby b  mers t  identify 
m re easily with p litical representati n because the p litical representati n refects 
their age c mp siti n. In 2013, 53%  f all members  f the l wer h use  f the Czech par-
liament were  ver 50 years  ld (Czech Statistical Ofce 2021). H wever, the y unger gen-
erati n is m re likely t  trust p litical representati n and be satisfed with the acti ns  f 
p litical representati n. 

Fr m a gender perspective, we can c nclude that w men generally tend t  be m re 
trusting and satisfed with p litics than men. This can be interpreted either as a greater 
dem cratic defcit am ng men, a tendency f r w men t  be m re agreeable in their p l-
itical p siti ns  r that w men are less kn wledgeable  r interested in p litics, p tentially 
resulting in less critical evaluati ns. Supp rt f r the party in p wer als  signifcantly 
increases trust in g vernment and satisfacti n with p litics. 

Future research with l ngitudinal  r c mparative data may pr vide a m re c mpre-
hensive understanding  f the interplay between p litical s cialisati n, p litical attitudes 
and generati nal diferences. It w uld be valuable t   bserve the extent t  which the p l-
itical attitudes  f the rev luti nary and p st-rev luti nary generati ns persist thr ugh ut 
their lives. It is evident that these trends cann t be attributed s lely t  the naivety  f 
y uth  r the experienced traits  f  lder pe ple. 
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