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APPENDICES 

 
Appendix 1  
Notes from Zimbabwean Papers (The Herald, Kwayedza, The Sunday Mail, 

The Chronicle, Daily News, Newsday, The Standard, The Financial Gazette, 

The Independent) on Chiefs, Mugabology and the Feeding Topic  

 

The Sunday Mail, “Chiefs to play active role in governance-President”, 18 

October 2009  

The Sunday Mail reporter narrated that, as President Robert Mugabe 

was addressing hundreds of Zvimba residents gathered to witness the 

installation of Mr Stanley Urayayi Mhondoro as Chief Zvimba at 

Murombedzi growth point in Mashonaland West yesterday, he ruled out 

the neutrality of chiefs in the governance of the country. Mugabe 

believes that, traditional leaders should be active political players in 

assisting Government to determine and shape appropriate policies for 

national development. He was quoted saying: “If we do not consult 

chiefs on governance, whom do we consult? As custodians of the land, 

natural resources and culture, chiefs had to jealously guard these. You 

must ensure that the land is not grabbed away from you via the backdoor 

through this other party.”  

 

The Herald, “ZANU-PF, Traditional Leaders inseparable, Says Mujuru”, 04 

November 2009  

Addressing a conference running under the theme: “Traditional 

Leaders-Custodians of Our Values and Partners in Development, Land 

Our Heritage”; Vice President Joyce Mujuru said before she joined the 

liberation struggle, she consulted a chief and a spirit medium for 

guidance and because of that she would always respect traditional 

leaders as custodians of the African culture.  

 

The Financial Gazette, “Sustaining Traditional Culture”, 20 May 2011  

The African traditional society is very communal, with great importance 

attached to the family unit, the village, and the community. A chief tops 

the hierarchy of those who preside over villages, clans, and tribes. The 
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chiefs system remains a key feature in many African countries’ 

traditional way of life including Zimbabwe. The chief is the custodian of 

several villages, assisted by the elders, commonly referred to as the 

chief’s council, to maintain traditional customs and deal with disputes. 

He also acts for the ancestors as the custodian of the community. Rituals 

and a network of other mutual obligations also join families to the chief 

and the community in general. Thus, in both patrilineal and matrilineal 

societies, small village to the large community, the position of the chief 

is recognised.  

 The position of a chief is hereditary, in the majority of cases 

along the male line-whereby a deceased chief is succeeded by a kinsman 

though not necessarily his own son. This tradition still influences 

African societies today. In the majority of cases the chief embodies 

traditional authority. He is selected from the senior members of the 

lineage or several lineages that are considered to be among the founders 

of the community or ethnic group. Decisions on critical issues, such as 

those made in the chief’s court, are based on wide discussions and 

consultations with elders’ representative groups of both the accused and 

complainant. The legitimacy of traditional authority, therefore, has 

usually been based on public consensus sanctioned by custom. Although 

chiefs or other authority figures might come from designated families or 

clans, the interest of the common people is never ignored. As custodians 

of the political and spiritual authority of the unit, the chief and his elders 

ensure the security of the family. The Chief through the Zunde 

RaMambo functioned as a mutual aid society in which hungry members 

had the right to receive assistance from it in case of need.  

 

Daily News, “MDC-T condemns coercion of chiefs”, 11 November 2010  

The MDC-T spokesman Nelson Chamisa has expressed grave concern 

over the coercion of traditional leaders throughout the country by 

ZANU-PF to rally behind President Robert Mugabe. The Zimbabwe 

Peace Project (ZPP) reported that Chiefs Gurajena and Zimuto were 

respectively demanding $70 or two goats and $30 as fines for villagers 

who refused to buy ZANU-PF cards or attend ZANU-PF rallies. The 

ZPP reported that, more than 60 families under chiefs Gurajena and 
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Zimuto in Masvingo North constituency have been threatened with 

eviction.  

 

The Standard, “Sunday Opinion: Like Smith, Mugabe is abusing Chiefs”, 24 

April 2011  

ZANU-PF’s malevolent abuse of Zimbabwean traditional chiefs will end 

one day, even though the regime has perfected the art of using chiefs for 

their own political gains as inherited from the Ian Smith’s regime. After 

realising how sacred traditional chiefs were regarded in their 

communities, Smith saw gains in illicitly using them as his political 

superintendents in the rural areas. These regime appointees were used 

not only to spy on freedom fighting activities but also to illegally kill the 

spirit of democracy among the blacks who were the majority. However, 

little did we know that the Zanu PF government would use the same 

dirty tactics to silence democratic voices in independent Zimbabwe.  

 Hefty and unexplained benefits are being dished to the chiefs in 

an effort to make them pliable. Last year we were informed by The 

Herald that the chiefs were allegedly satisfied with President Mugabe 

and did not want anyone except Mugabe to lead this country. The 

Sunday Mail of October 31-November 06 2010, just like the aforesaid 

Smith newspaper, carried the headline ‘Chiefs want President Mugabe 

for life’. The paper alleged that chiefs, led by their president Fortune 

Charumbira, had resolved to have Mugabe for life presidency. If chiefs 

can appoint someone for life presidency, so why are we wasting precious 

going for an election?  

 

Newsday, “Unite to Oust Mugabe-Tekere”, 04 October 2010  

Hospitalised veteran nationalist and Zanu PF founder Edgar Tekere, 

whose memoirs triggered heated public debate, has urged the two MDC 

formations which split in 2005 over irreconcilable differences stemming 

from participation in the then new Senate, to reunite and vigorously 

fight President Robert Mugabe. The luminary of Zimbabwe’s struggle 

for independence told NewsDay that the one-party state mentality was 

“highly addictive” and needed detoxifying.  
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Kwayedza, ‘Zunde remapositori roraramisa ruzhinji’ (The Zunde of the 

Apostles sustains many), 04 February 2010  

Munda weZunde reVadzidzi unotungamirirwa nechechi yeJohane 

Masowe Vadzidzi VaJesu veChishanu woraramisa ruzhinji rwevanhu 

vanouya kuzorapwa pamasowe aMudzidzi Juwa. Mudzidzi Juwa vakati 

“Nzira yokuriritira varwere ndakaiwana patsika yeZunde raMambo. Ini 

semubereki vana ava ndinovabata sevana vangu ndichivapa kudya 

pamwechete .......... Sezvakaitwa naJesu kupa vane Nzara chikafu, pazuva 

rimwechete vanhu vanobika sadza pano vanodarika 500, husavi 

vanotenga voga.” (The field of the Johane Masowe Vadzidzi VaJesu 

WeChishanu sustains patients of Mudzidzi Juwa. Disciple Juwa said 

“The feeding scheme was adopted from the known Zunde raMambo 

concept. As a parent, I treat my patients as my children, giving them 

food.....Just like Jesus in feeding hungry people, approximately 500 

people are fed every day, though people buy their relish)  

 

The Chronicle, “Chief Mataruse Plans Irrigation Scheme for Isiphala 

seNkosi/Zunde RaMambo”, 25 August 2009  

Chief Mataruse of Mberengwa plans to cultivate crops under irrigation 

for the Isiphala seNkosi/Zunde RaMambo to avoid a situation whereby 

the Isiphala seNkosi/Zunde RaMambo harvest is affected by drought. 

When chief Mataruse was interviewed by The Chronicle, he said that, 

the unique and ambitious Zunde RaMambo project would help orphans 

and the less privileged in his area. Chief Mataruse said all the people 

from the 16 villages under his chieftainships would be assisted during 

times of drought as in ancient times.  

 

Dailynews, Starving Villagers trade Daughters for Maize, 11 October 2010  

As hunger wrecks havoc in arid Masvingo province, some desperate and 

starving villagers in Chikombedzi in the Low-veld district of Chiredzi are 

giving their daughters away in marriage. In a visit to Chikombedzi last 

week, the Daily News learnt with shock that some villagers claiming to 

have harvested very little maize last season due to poor rains and input 

shortages are exchanging girls as young as 14 to elderly businessmen for 

maize or maize meal. Hlalati Baloyi said “We have no option that is why 

we are trading our daughters this because we can’t let the rest of the 
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family starve to death”. Chief Chilonga from the same district was quick 

to defend the practice by his people saying “it is part of tradition called 

kuroodza mwana or marrying your child which is done during crisis like 

drought. We can’t let our families die when tradition allows us to give 

away our daughters in marriage”.  

 

The Herald, Khaya Moyo calls European Union ‘criminal gang’, 06 March 

2010  

ZANU-PF national chairman Cde Simon Khaya Moyo has described the 

European Union as a “gang of criminals” that imposed sanctions on 

Zimbabwe as punishment for economically empowering its people by 

giving them land as done by President Mugabe. He said “Their 

sanctions are illegal. If they were legal, why didn’t they go to UN? Our 

sovereignty can never be compromised because of the externally 

imposed impediments.”  

 

Dailynews, Hungry Mwenezi Villagers survive on baboons, 01 October 2010  

The baboon population is under threat of being wiped out in Mwenezi 

as desperate villagers have resorted to eating the human-like wild animal 

to avert hunger and starvation, game ranchers in the area have revealed. 

Hunger and starvation continue to dog thousands of villagers in the arid 

district, forcing residents to survive on wild fruits, animals and roots, 

following poor agricultural season caused by low rainfall and a myriad of 

artificial problems including the shortage of inputs. National parks 

officials in Mwenezi expressed concern over the depreciation of the 

baboon population in the district conservancies as poaching has 

suddenly increased with villagers claiming that they have no option 

except to survive on baboons that roam around villages. A National 

Parks official in Mwenezi, Edmond Garwe said “We are experiencing a 

rare form of poaching here. This is our first time to realise that people 

eat baboons.”  

 

The Zimbabwean, Churches ordered to display Mugabe next to Jesus, 27 

May 2008  

ZANU-PF militia in Mberengwa in the Midlands province are forcing 

Church leaders to display portraits of Robert Mugabe inside Churches. 
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Members of the militia, along with war veterans, visited mostly Lutheran 

and Roman Catholic Churches in the district and told leaders to display 

Mugabe portraits or posters next to pictures of Jesus. Any Church found 

to have refused the order would be closed, the gangs threatened.  

 

Newsday, ‘Don’t Politicise Food’, 14 June 2011  

Former ZIPRA cadre Agrippa Madlela has called for a ban on use of 

food hampers to lure voters during election campaign periods. Madlela 

described dangling food hampers in front of hungry voters as 

“psychological violence”. “Food and other material donations by political 

parties in the run-up and during elections must be banned,” he said. 

“This is psychological violence to the electorate who may feel threatened 

by the situation if they decide to vote against those who give them food. 

Parties without material donations but which have clear policies that 

may promote progress in the country are shunned.” Madlela said those 

with more access to resources always win even if they do not have sound 

election manifestos. ZANU-PF has been accused of doling out food 

hampers during elections while at the same time barring non-

governmental organisations from carrying out the exercise. But Madlela 

said: “They are just resorting to vote-buying through food donations. If it 

is not vote-buying, it is violence to force people into voting for them.”.  

 

The Zimbabwean, Food Aid: How ZANU-PF manipulates the System, 10 

December 2009  

All non-governmental organisations (NGOS) intending to offer any 

humanitarian assistance in the rural districts of Zimbabwe must first 

register their work with the local government organs, most of whom are 

inherited colonial structures dominated by ZANU-PF functionaries who 

have faithfully and systematically sidelined perceived opponents of the 

tyrannical regime. Most of them hold the requisite qualifications but 

they were largely recruited by the outgoing ZANU-PF regime and have 

been diligent in propagating that party’s policies. Food aid distribution is 

done with the help of traditional leadership headed by a chief. Many 

Zimbabweans will remember that all chiefs received cars, generators 

and had their homes electrified by President Robert Mugabe’s previous 

government in order to bribe them into wooing the electorate to vote 
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ZANU-PF in any election. The chiefs then in turn appoint various 

headman and village heads who are obviously loyal, answerable and take 

strict orders from them. In districts dominated by ZANU-PF, 

beneficiaries are still being ordered to bring ZANU-cards and attend 

ZANU-PF political gatherings. If the status quo continues to prevail, 

then all perceived opponents of Mugabe will starve to death.  

 

The Zimbabwean, ZANU-PF denies villagers Food, 02 October 2009  

Hundred of hungry Zimbabwean villagers are being denied food 

handouts and forced to denounce their own parties in return for 

assistance as marauding ZANU-PF militants continue to wage war of 

attrition against perceive enemies, a new report by the Zimbabwe Peace 

Project (ZPP) revealed last week. ZPP said of the 1335 incidents of 

political violations recorded during the month of July, about 493 cases or 

37 percent were of people who were harassed, intimidated or physically 

assaulted while trying to access food assistance. Incidents of 

harassment, discrimination, and violence continue to haunt the 

distribution of humanitarian and food assistance. About 44 percent of 

the cases involved discriminations in areas relating to food relief, 

government subsidized food, tillage support, input distribution and 

medical treatment while 42 percent were harassments involving 

incidents in which people were forced to chant slogans, denials of food 

and humanitarian assistance sourced from non-governmental 

organisations, denounce their parties, attend political meetings and to 

produce party cards. In Midlands and Mashonaland West, humanitarian 

and food relief interventions were generally viewed with suspicion and 

closely monitored by war veterans and ZANU-PF officials.  

 

The Herald, Don’t Politicise Food Aid: WFP, 19 November 2009  

The World Food Programme has warned agents distributing its food in 

Zimbabwe to desist from interfering in the country’s politics, ordering 

them to carry out their operations through Government structures. This 

emerged on the sidelines of the Food and Agriculture Organisation’s 

summit which ended here yesterday: Agriculture, Mechanisation and 

Irrigation Development Minister, Joseph Made said President Mugabe 

disclosed to Ms Sheeran that he was dismayed by actions of some non-
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governmental organisations in Zimbabwe that were meddling in the 

country’s politics. He said the Government had information showing 

that the NGOs in question had been campaigning for particular parties 

and using food as a political weapon to topple the Government. He said 

the WFP executive director responded by saying all their food aid should 

be distributed through Government structures. He said NGOs should be 

made aware that food aid from United Nations agencies was under 

Government’s custodianship.  
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Appendix 2, The Herald, 04 October 2010 
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Appendix 3, Daily News, 19 April 2011 

 

 



 405 

Appendix 4, The Herald, 12 October 2010 
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Appendix 5, Newsday, 21 March 2011 
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Appendix 6, The Herald, 18 October 1982 
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Appendix 7, The Herald, 09 October 2010 
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Appendix 8, The Standard, 21 to 27 November 2010 
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Appendix 9, The Standard, 04 to 10 April 2010 
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Appendix 10, The Herald, 05 November 2010 
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Appendix 11, ZANU-PF Manifesto 1980 Elections (from D Lan, 
Guns and Rain) 
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ZANU-PF Manifesto 2008 Elections  
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Appendix 12, President Mugabe in Apostolic Regalia 
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Appendix 13, Dailynews, 29 March 2011 
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Appendix 14, The Herald, 24 May 1999 
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Appendix 15, The Herald, 03 May 2001 
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Appendix 16, The Standard, 03 to 09 April 2011 
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Appendix 17, Newsday, 25 April, 2011 
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Appendix 18, The Standard, 07 to 13 November 2010 
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Appendix 19, The Standard, 17 to 23 April 2011 
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Appendix 20, The Standard, 10 to 16 October 2010 
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Appendix 21, The Standard, 06 to 12 February 2005 
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Appendix 22, Dailynews, 26 April 2011 
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Appendix 23, The Herald, 10 April 2010 
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Appendix 24, Dailynews, 19 April 2011 
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Appendix 25, Newsday, 12 April 2011 
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Appendix 26, The Herald, 31 April 2010 
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Appendix 27, Newsday, 10 October 2011 
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Appendix 28, The Standard, 24 to 30 October 2010 
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Appendix 29, Newsday, 07 July 2011 

 

 

Every grain counts: Martin Mboreka (62) of Masvingo picks maize 

grain from the shoulder of Masvingo Road after a truck spilled some of 

its contents. (Picture: Aaron Ufumeli)  
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